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TAURANGA, NEW ZEALAND—IAPCHE is collaborating with member institution, Bethlehem Tertiary Institute, 

to host a conference on "Modeling Christ's Love within Professional Practice," which will be held from  

April 11-13, 2018, at ASB Arena, Mount Maunganui, New Zealand. 

This conference seeks to connect practitioners involved in Christian education across disciplines, such as 

early childhood education, primary and secondary teaching, counselling and social work,  people help-

ing professions and educational leadership in the Asia-Pacific region. 

The organizers hope that the conference will encourage and grow 

inter-institutional research, scholarship, networking, collaboration and 

fellowship, as well as publish a proceedings book that captures the 

papers presented over the three days. The conference website is 

www.btiresearc.nz and registration may be completed at 

www.btiresearch.nz/conference-registration.html.  

INSIDE 

Speakers in the conference will include:   

• Dr. Nick Lantinga, Associate Professor of International Studies, Handong Glob-

al University, Republic of Korea; former Executive Director of IAPCHE (pictured 

top right) 

• Connie Rasilim, Dean of Education, Teachers College and  

Psychology, Universitas Pelita Harapan, Indonesia (pictured middle right) 

• Rev. Dr. Mele’ana M. Puloka, President of Education within the Ministry of Edu-

cation in the Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga, Tonga (pictured bottom right) 

• Dr. Andrew Smith, Dean of Bethlehem Tertiary Institute, Tauranga, New  

Zealand 

• Dr. Bev Norsworthy, Head of Teaching and Learning, Bethlehem Tertiary Insti-

tute, Tauranga, New Zealand 

• Dr. J. Dinakarlal, Regional Director of IAPCHE Asia-Oceania 

The call for papers has concluded. The program schedule features 

strong presentations on these three themes: 

• Innovations in Christian Pedagogy and/or Christian Higher Education 

• Strengthening Discipleship and/or Leadership within Communities of Practice 

• Engaging Christianly with Social, Cultural, and Spiritual Issues of our Day 

To learn more about the conference, view the 3-day conference pro-

gram schedule, and to register, visit the conference website: 

www.btiresearch.nz.  Questions regarding registration may be directed 

to Wendy Pyne (w.pyne@bti.ac.nz).  
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E D I T O R I A L 

compare possibilities, consider what we will make or 

buy, check on-line sales, and plan for timely delivery. It is 

difficult to do gifting well. As theologian Christine Pohl 

cites in Living into Community: Cultivating Practices That 

Sustain Us (Eerdmans, 2012), gift giving is fraught with 

difficulties for the giver: worry that a gift will not be pre-

ferred; recognition that a particular present might un-

dercut the status of others in our families or communities; 

and the fact that gifts often entail an expected re-

sponse. She also ponders problems of recipients: a sense 

of gift entitlement; over-consumption via gifts received; 

awkwardness over gifts that are not preferred; and  

busyness that overwhelms time to offer thanks.   

Further, global social media access has made us more 

aware of goods we cannot afford. It has sharpened our 

awareness of economic inequality and can create 

harsh contrasts both within and beyond our home com-

munities. While givers hope their presents will elicit joy, 

they can also generate envy or guilt in a world of une-

ven economic means. Perhaps Ugandan Christians take 

the better approach by emphasizing restraint in gift giv-

ing for fear that it simply has gotten out of hand. 

Why should Christian teaching and learning address 

such challenges? First, understanding the history of 

Christmas giving provides an excellent window for anal-

ysis about the complex intertwining of Christian faith and 

culture. When we dissect the history and dynamics of 

giving and receiving, we can teach our students to ask 

good questions about Christian identity and witness in 

relationship to our cultures of consumption and inequali-

ty. A discussion of our gift-giving cultures provides a 

prime educational opportunity to probe challenging 

personal and social issues.  

Yet there are additional teaching and learning opportu-

nities occasioned by this time of year. First, we should 

provide our students with the knowledge that the Bibli-

cal concept of “gift” has three distinct meanings: a per-

son-to-person present; favor God gives to people; and 

sacrificial offerings presented to God (https://

www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/gift/). Our empha-

sis on person-to-person gifts focuses on only one of these 

three themes. Through Christian higher education we 

can expand knowledge of the other two meanings. 

We need to teach students about the beginning of 

God’s favor. At the dawn of human creation, in Genesis 

2:7 God forms Adam, the earth creature, from the dust 

of the ground, and breathes life into this creature to be-
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It is December. We are 

eager to bring temporary 

closure to our academic 

work and release students 

to their families, churches, 

and communities for the 

Christmas season. Before 

we cease, is it important 

for Christian higher educa-

tion leaders to influence 

knowledge and practices 

of giving and receiving at this time of year? Reflection 

on this question can deepen our Christian higher edu-

cation efforts. 

Around the world Christmas giving occurs on different 

dates for a mix of Christian and cultural reasons. In the 

Netherlands December 6, Sinterklaas Day, recognizes 

the historical Saint Nicholas of the early fourth century 

church.  As the Christian Bishop of Myra, he offered gifts 

to the poor and needy in Patara Lycia of Asia Minor 

(now Turkey).  Gradually he became known as a 

source of children’s presents. In the United States, the 

primary gift-giving day became December 25 during 

the 1800s. Pastors urged parents to separate traditional 

New Year’s gifts for children from drunken revelry on 

December 31. American merchants were happy to 

oblige with shopping wonderlands of toys and Santa 

Claus, the American reinvention of St. Nicholas. In Aus-

tralia, Canada, New Zealand, Scotland, South Africa, 

and the United Kingdom, December 26 gifts appear on 

“Boxing Day.” 

This tradition 

dates to the Mid-

dle Ages; and in 

more recent 

centuries it be-

came a day to 

give Christmas 

gift “boxes” as a sign of appreciation for hired “help” 

who served others on Christmas day. In many countries, 

December 26 has become a federal public holiday 

and a significant shopping occasion. Yet in Kenya, 

Ghana, and Korea, gift giving still seem more closely 

tied to the church celebration of Christ’s birth, a good 

counterbalance to the growing global emphasis on 

consumption.  

Despite the date, December gift giving can be a sub-

stantial undertaking. We sort budget limitations, cross-

Shirley Roels, Executive Director 

Midstream in the Gifts of God 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/gift/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/gift/
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come a living being. As theologian Miroslav Volf notes in 

Free of Charge: Giving and Forgiving in a Culture 

Stripped of Grace, “…the very existence of human be-

ings comes from God. We live, not so much on a bor-

rowed, but on a given breath…the very ability and will-

ingness to work, along with life itself, are gifts from 

God.” (p. 34). The first gift is not a person-to-person item 

but a relationship between God and creation. Our exist-

ence as human beings is God’s original gift of love.  

Then we should cultivate good practices for responsive 

offerings to God. In the Old Testament prophetic writ-

ings, the Hebrew word for gift, minchah (in English trans-

lation), is often characterized as a physical or material 

offering to God. Grain and animal offerings, sometimes 

sprinkled with oil and frankincense, are described in 

considerable detail by Samuel, Isaiah, Amos and other 

Old Testament writers. Yet often these prophets were 

discouraged by the corrupted responses of the Israel-

ites. Sadly, our own responses to the Source of our life 

are similar. We can be inattentive to God when we ig-

nore worship or prayer. In the noise and busyness of our 

lives, we need to cultivate disciplined practices in time 

and space so we respond to God. Also, we can be-

come confused even when we do respond. Sometimes 

we propose a deal to God. If I give You an offering, 

then I will get what I want in return. We should teach our 

students that offerings to God in worship and prayer do 

matter and that they are not based in consumption or 

bargaining.  

Yet despite our lack of response to God, still the Creator 

chooses not to discard us as human beings who either 

ignore or abuse the relationship that allows life. Instead, 

God sends Jesus as the ultimate gift of love and the one 

who provides a perfect sacrificial offering. Just as our 

creation is the gift of God’s love, so our salvation is the 

spectacular response of the One who loves us. We must 

open the heads and hearts of our students to see Jesus’ 

birth as the choice of a magnanimous Creator who pur-

sues us despite our inattention and independence.   

Then we can begin to challenge our students to ponder 

where we now live in God’s greater gift-giving story. The 

New Testament opens another chapter in this narrative. 

It is amazing that while Matthew 1 focuses on the deep 

Hebrew lineage of Jesus as the Savior of a particular 

people, Matthew 2 emphasizes Jesus as a king whose 

reach extends far beyond his place of human origin. 

The Persian magi cross their territorial boundaries to rec-

ognize that this king is one whose birth culture does not 

limit his reign. The New Testament story continues 

through the resurrection of Jesus and the age of the 

church, when the Holy Spirit adds to the river of God’s 

gifts to us.  

Where are we 

now? As Miroslav 

Volf, rightly notes, 

“We are not simply 

the final destination 

in the flow of God’s 

gifts. Rather, we 

find ourselves mid-

stream…The gifts flow into us, and they flow on from us. 

From Christ gifts flow to us…from us, they flow to those in 

need.” (p. 50).  We live midstream in God’s larger narra-

tive as respondents to a creator’s love, as people whose 

meager offerings have been replaced, in the age of the 

church but before the second coming of the King.  

The most important lesson we teach may be the restora-

tion of a more balanced Biblical view of “gift.” When we 

understand that gift involves God’s favor to us with the 

breathe of life and our genuine offerings back to God, 

then human gifts in the midstream of God’s grand story 

flow through us to our families, churches, and communi-

ties. Yet because God gives us life and salvation, all gifts 

originate with God, not with us. 

If we aid our students’ understanding of giving from 

what we have received, then perhaps our gifts and of-

ferings can be closer to the pattern of God’s giving. 

Christian higher education can cultivate joyous respons-

es to God when we teach our students to use music, 

dance, art, and drama to enhance the beauty of their 

offerings. We breathe into the world and its people in 

personal and material ways so that the wonders of 

God’s creation can be expressed. We take risks with our 

gifts because there is no necessary payback. No matter 

how small or large our resources, such are beside the 

main point. The point is to give. As Volf says, “If…God is 

the third party in the relationship between givers and 

recipients, givers cannot lose. They always receive what 

they give, and more. That’s the ‘law’ of the flow: Those 

who pass gifts on receive more abundantly from the 

source of all gifts.” (p. 104) 

So let us celebrate with offerings of worship, feasting, 

time, presents, and great joy in a posture of gratitude to 

the God who loves us; and let us teach our students to 

do the same. 
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Program Manager Laura Van Engen 

“Graduates” from IAPCHE 

After over three years, it is 

difficult to say goodbye to 

IAPCHE. I have grown im-

mensely as a person and 

professional, especially 

through my relationships 

with IAPCHE members and 

leaders. In many ways my 

three years at IAPCHE 

served as further educa-

tion, preparing me for the 

next chapter of life. 

My “freshman year” began in August 2014, when I was hired 

by my former Calvin College advisor, Mwenda Ntarangwi. 

Mwenda introduced me to the network of Christian schol-

ars, researchers, and leaders who were unified in their mis-

sion to authentically answer the challenge, “What makes 

you Christian?” In my first year I gained not only new skills in 

accounting and membership management, but also new 

interests such as contextualized challenges to global Chris-

tian higher education. The highlight of this year was the 

North American regional conference at Calvin College. I 

was blessed to witness IAPCHE members delighting in oppor-

tunities to listen to one another. 

The next year of my “educational employment” began in 

July 2015, the beginning of IAPCHE’s interim leadership peri-

od. In this second year, similar to the college student experi-

ence, I was challenged to step into greater responsibilities 

with less supervision and an intimidating major project. IAP-

CHE’s interim director was Dr. Harry Fernhout, who regularly 

Skyped me from his home office and drove the six hours to 

Grand Rapids often so that we could plan the 2016 interna-

tional conference in South Korea. In this year, I was pushed 

out of my comfort zone and invited to step into leadership 

with Harry’s encouragement. Despite the logistical difficulty 

of planning a conference to be hosted 7,000 miles (11,000 

km) away, we pulled off a successful event. The highlight of 

my “sophomore year” with IAPCHE was standing on the 

stage of Baekseok University’s chapel singing, “We Will Keep 

the Faith Alive” with IAPCHE members from 30 different 

countries. 

In the year that followed, Harry continued to lead from his 

office in Brampton, while I managed IAPCHE’s office in 

Grand Rapids. Despite the growth that came with inde-

pendence, I was looking forward to having an on-site direc-

tor. I was thrilled to learn that Shirley Roels, my office neigh-

bor and IAPCHE advisor, would be taking the role of execu-

tive director in September 2017. In June IAPCHE hosted the 

North American regional conference at Calvin College, 

which was especially meaningful in the significance of say-

ing goodbye to Harry and hello to Shirley. IAPCHE was mov-

ing into a new phase and I felt that my time of transition had 

also come. 

At the close of my third year with IAPCHE I spoke to Harry, 

Shirley, and Joel about hopes to continue my education. 

Being surrounded by passionate educators from around the 

world for over three years had convinced me of my calling. 

My gifts, constantly being nurtured and shaped by both for-

mal and informal education, had become more clear to me 

in my three years with IAPCHE. It was time to graduate. 

So, in January 2018 I will move to Nicaragua where I will be 

investing in further Spanish-language learning as well as car-

rying out research and communications projects for World 

Renew, a reformed Christian international development 

agency. I will be interviewing human rights advocates, youth 

development workers, public health professionals, church 

leadership trainers, and community experts. Through re-

search and writing projects, I will be able to contribute to this 

new network of Christians who are seeking shalom in Nicara-

gua. I expect these experiences will guide me in my selec-

tion of a graduate program to begin in August 2019.   

At each stage of my involvement with IAPCHE, I have been 

prepared for God’s kingdom work. Thank you, especially to 

Shirley, Harry, Joel, and Mwenda, for your role in shaping me 

for God’s calling.  

Across the Office Hallway: Gratitude for 

Laura Van Engen 

by Shirley Roels 

For almost three years I have been watching Laura Van 

Engen work on IAPCHE’s behalf. For this entire time her office 

door has been across the hallway, no more than six feet (less 

than two meters), from mine.  

For most of these months Mwenda Ntarangwi and Harry 

Fernhout provided leadership for IAPCHE. I saw them de-

pend on Laura for information, research, communications, 

website development, event planning, and IAPCHE network 
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coordination. I watched Laura grow toward the leader she 

is becoming. Then since this past summer, I have been 

Laura’s student, benefitting from her tutorials about IAPCHE 

members, policies, and processes. This fall has been a rich 

time of learning for me from her bank of knowledge and 

skills. 

As Laura moves to the next stage of her adult life, I also 

want to note the characteristics of her leadership that I 

observed across the office hallway. Over these three years 

Laura needed to be a self-starter in organizing her own 

work, particularly during IAPCHE leadership transitions. By 

nature, she had a mental list of tasks to be completed and 

regularly reviewed her work-related priorities. She knew 

what needed to be completed and by when; and she fin-

ished her work in relationship to network needs. Laura had 

high standards for her own contributions and did not rely 

on others to set the bar for her. She self-organizes with ex-

cellence. 

Laura thinks cross-culturally and delights in doing so. She 

values the engagement of IAPCHE members from a variety 

of global cultures and immediately considers effective 

ways to interact. I have watched her ponder the messages 

for email communications, flyers, and brochures in consid-

erable detail. She assured that the intended communica-

tion was transmitted effectively to members in many cul-

tures.  

Laura loved IAPCHE loyally even on days that the network 

was not able to affirm her work. Her loyalty never wavered 

as she renewed institutional memberships, created finan-

cial statements, prepared newsletters, and managed a 

massive array of details for three major IAPCHE confer-

ences. I observed days when she hoped an IAPCHE deci-

sion could reside elsewhere; and sometimes there was no 

one close at hand to make a responsive and timely 

choice. I saw her work under pressures and expectations 

that most young adult professionals would find difficult. Yet 

Laura prompted policy considerations by others and made 

good decisions as they arose. Sometimes she made a nec-

essary choice herself because she loved our network and 

devoted herself to its welfare.  

Since this September, several times I have pondered:  

where would IAPCHE be now if Laura had not been here 

over the past three years, through thick and thin?  But she 

stayed with us because her Christian faith motivated her 

service. Laura wanted IAPCHE to thrive as a hub for Chris-

tian partnership in higher education. We will all be her ben-

eficiaries far into IAPCHE’s future. May God bless and keep 

Laura’s future as a Christian who has “graduated” from the 

IAPCHE office and continues to grow into kingdom leader-

ship.  
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IAPCHE Membership Dues Update 

IAPCHE is finalizing the last of its institutional and affiliate 

dues renewals for the 2017-2018 academic year. Thank you 

for faithful institutional members that have provided positive 

responses and funds for continuing membership. 

In January 2018 IAPCHE will ask its individual members to 

renew their membership for the year ahead at a rate of $40 

per person. This is the first time in several years that dues for 

individual members will increase slightly. Please look for an 

email from the IAPCHE office with links to payment options 

and a request that you provide any updates to personal 

information.  

IAPCHE appreciates the support from each of its institution-

al, affiliate, and individual members. They allow our network 

to thrive in its dedication to Jesus Christ as Lord through the 

promotion of integral Christian higher education worldwide. 

IAPCHE Leaders Prepare for December 

2017 Board Meeting 

On December 14, 2017 the IAPCHE board will meet via 

Skype for a review of current initiatives and their related 

financial support. The board will consider pending changes 

in IAPCHE office leadership, plans to update the current 

IAPCHE website, and global conferences that IAPCHE will 

cohost in 2018.  

Board members will review nominations for new IAPCHE 

board members and prepare the path for voting  in early 

2018 on nominees to represent Africa, Asia-Oceania, and 

Latin America. IAPCHE members in these regions will re-

ceive an email request regarding the election of new re-

gional board members.   

Gratitude for Departing IAPCHE Board 

Members 

Three IAPCHE Board members are completing their terms of 

service at the end of 2017. They are: Dr. Arturo Gonzales 

Gutierrez, Professor of Computer Science, Universidad Au-

tonoma De Queretaro, Campus Juriquilla, Mexico; Dr. 

Medard Rugyendo, Dean of Education and Arts, Uganda 

Christian University; and Dr. Andrew Smith, Dean, Bethlehem 

Tertiary Institute, New Zealand. Each of these three board 

members has served IAPCHE during the past few years. 

They have supported the network during a time of leader-

ship transitions and continued to encourage its central mis-

sion in worldwide Christian higher education. IAPCHE de-

pends on board members to provide sound governance 

concerning policies and strategies that sustain our global 

network. Thank you for your faithful service in this role. 
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cation of our staff and faculty in carrying out that mis-

sion.  I count it a humble privilege to be able to serve in 

this new leadership role to help the Kuyper community 

fulfill its mission and vision.” 

Dr. Harris holds a Doctorate in Education from George 

Fox University, a Master of Theological Studies from Cal-

vin Theological Seminary, and a B.A. in Elementary Edu-

cation from Calvin College. Dr. Harris and her husband, 

Rev. Robert Harris, are the parents of one daughter and 

three sons. 

Founded in 1939, and accredited by various regional 

and national agencies, Kuyper College is a leading 

Christian College focused on effectively training stu-

dents to make a difference in God’s world. Kuyper offers 

bachelor and associate degrees in a variety of profes-

sional and ministry fields. The College is located on a 

beautiful and tranquil campus a few miles from down-

town Grand Rapids, Michigan—one of the top 50 metro-

politan areas in the United States.  

 

Calvin College Seminary Alumna  

Appointed as President of Kuyper College 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, USA—

The Kuyper College Board of Trus-

tees announced in August 2017 

that Dr. Patricia Harris (pictured left) 

would become its fifth president, 

effective October 12. 

Dr. Harris, Kuyper’s provost since 

2013, will replace Dr. Carl Zylstra, who has served as in-

terim president since January 2017 upon the retirement 

of former president Dr. Nicholas V. Kroeze. 

“On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I am honored to 

present Dr. Harris as the next president of Kuyper Col-

lege,” said Matthew Nelson, chair of the Board of Trus-

tees. 

“Dr. Harris has a passion for and strong commitment to 

Kuyper’s historical mission, an understanding of its cur-

rent strengths, and,” noted Nelson, “a strong record of 

collaborative leadership; her leadership is character-

ized by vision, innovation and excellence.” 

As provost for the past four years, Dr. Harris has  provid-

ed leadership to the faculty and has administered an 

innovative redesign of the academic structure and pro-

grams of the College. 

Prior to Kuyper, she spent 15 years in cross-cultural mis-

sion work in the Philippines with Christian Reformed 

World Missions, in partnership with Asian Theological 

Seminary (ATS) in Manila. During that time, in addition to 

her responsibilities as a professor of biblical studies and 

Christian education, Dr. Harris also served as deputy 

officer in charge and vice president of administration at 

the Seminary. 

“For 80 years God has affirmed the mission of Kuyper 

College,” said Nelson.  “After an extensive search with 

much prayer, and after considering various candidates, 

God made it clear to the Board that Dr. Harris was the 

person uniquely gifted to lead the College into a new 

era.”   

Commenting on her appointment, Dr. Harris said: “I’m 

grateful to the Board of Trustees for the confidence 

they’ve shown in me. I value the fervency of Kuyper’s 

mission to prepare the next generation of Christian 

leaders to serve Christ and His kingdom, and the dedi-

Wheaton College Launches Humanitarian 

and Disaster Leadership Masters Program  

WHEATON, ILLINOIS, USA—Christian churches and faith-

based organizations play a critical role in responding to 

natural disasters, 

humanitarian cri-

ses, and other 

global emergen-

cies. Yet many 

congregations 

and faith-based 

organizations lack 

leaders who are 

trained to respond to emergencies.  

Wheaton College Graduate School  is responding to this 

need by launching a Humanitarian and Disaster Leader-

ship Master's Degree program. The new M.A., which will 

begin in June 2018, will be the first graduate program in 

the world to emphasize both humanitarian and disaster 

leadership grounded in evangelical faith. 

“We’re surrounded by crises like Hurricanes Harvey and 

Irma, wildfires in the west, terrorist events, and mass 

shootings,” says psychologist Dr. Jamie Aten, founder 

and executive director of Wheaton’s Humanitarian Dis-

aster Institute, the first faith-based academic disaster 

research center in the United States. “Now is the time to 
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develop Christian leaders who can lead with faith and 

humility, and who are grounded in evidence-based 

practices as they serve the Church and the most vulner-

able around the world.” 

Dr. Scott Moreau, Interim Dean of the Wheaton College 

Graduate School, says the new program fits directly into 

the Graduate School’s vision to see God transforming 

the world through practitioners rooted in Christ and 

equipped for global leadership.  

“Anticipating and meeting the needs of people coping 

with disasters and their aftermath across the globe offers 

clear witness of Christ’s love for all people,” he says. 

The 40-hour degree will offer courses such as Prepared-

ness, Mitigation, and Continuity Management; Non-

Governmental Organization (NGO) Leadership; Refu-

gee and Forced Migration Issues; and Disaster, Crisis, & 

Trauma Intervention. 

Students can choose a full-time, traditional residential 

option, or can also complete their courses via a part-

type hybrid option, which combines online courses with 

on-campus intensives. 

Students will have the opportunity to learn from world-

class leaders and professors in the field, including Dr. 

Aten, whose research has informed disaster and hu-

manitarian resources adopted and utilized by organiza-

tions including World Relief, the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA), the Department of 

Homeland Security and the Chicago Department of 

Public Health. Today, HDI announced the appointment 

of Dr. Kent Annan, former CEO of Haiti Partners, as a 

Senior Fellow. 

The degree’s connection to the Humanitarian Disaster 

Institute will also offer students access to an extensive 

global network and practical opportunities to imple-

ment what they learn in the classroom. Opportunities 

include involvement with HDI projects, field experience 

with HDI’s global partners, and field crisis simulations. 

HDI’s connections will also help students with future ca-

reer placement and advancement. 

More information on the M.A. program in Humanitarian 

Disaster Leadership program, is available 

at wheaton.edu/HDL. 

—Original article and photos found on https://

www.wheaton.edu/news 
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Calvin Center for Christian Worship Grant 

Awarded to Cornerstone University 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, USA—Cornerstone University 

is the grateful recipient of a large grant, made possible 

through a Vital Worship Grant from the Calvin Institute of 

Christian Worship with funds provided by Lilly Endow-

ment Inc. 

Every year the Institute awards multiple grants to various 

institutions that have a stake in global worship. A variety 

of schools, churches and other ministry organizations 

have been blessed with grants for the purpose of en-

hancing and expanding global worship. 

Once selected, representatives from recipient organiza-

tions are invited to an annual conference held in the 

summer where they learn about how to best put the 

grants to work. Recipients are also invited to a follow-up 

event the next summer where they are given an oppor-

tunity to share the progress and results of implementing 

the grant funds in their respective contexts. 

So far the grant funds, given in two equal installations, 

have been used to develop a Tuesday prayer series in 

which the campus community is welcome to come to 

pray at Christ Chapel at 8 a.m., 12 p.m. and 4 p.m. Tues-

day prayers have been enriched by the book "The Di-

vine Hours" by Phyllis Tickle, and copies of the book were 

purchased with grant funds. 

The team is excited to explore how worship contributes 

to the overall health of an institution as well as how wor-

ship can become part of culture and what worship has 

to do with corporate and individual roles and purposes. 

—Original article and photos found on www.cornerstone.edu/

news 

https://expertfile.com/experts/scott.moreaudmiss
https://www.wheaton.edu/graduate-school/about/
https://www.wheaton.edu/news/recent-news/2017/september/kent-annan-named-senior-fellow-of-hdi/
http://www.wheaton.edu/hdl
https://www.cornerstone.edu/
https://worship.calvin.edu/grants/cornerstone-university-2017/
https://worship.calvin.edu/grants/
https://worship.calvin.edu/
https://worship.calvin.edu/
http://www.lillyendowment.org/
http://www.lillyendowment.org/
https://worship.calvin.edu/
https://www.cornerstone.edu/christ-chapel/
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Most Productive Research Entity on behalf of the unit.  

The unit has a dedicated team of 19 permanent staff 

members and published an impressive 103 articles in 

accredited journals in 2016. 

 

—Original article and photos found on http://news.nwu.ac.za/ 

Uganda Christian University (UCU) Holds 

Graduation Ceremony in Kabale 

KABALE, UGANDA— A total of 564 students received 

degrees, diplomas, and certificates on October 13, 

2017, at Bishop Barham University College, a constituent 

college of Uganda Christian University based in Kabale.  

The Kabale ceremony was the fifth of seven UCU gradu-

ations for 2017. The final two will were held on October 

27, 2017, at UCU main campus in Mukono and Novem-

ber 10, 2017, at UCU Mbale University College. 

In total, 564 graduates received diplomas, post-

graduate diplomas, bachelors degrees, and masters 

degrees. Of these, 15 graduates were from South Su-

dan, Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi. Eighteen students 

received first class degrees. Just over half, or 308 (55%), 

were male and 256 (45.4%) were female. 

The guest of honor for the Kabale ceremony was busi-

nessman Mr. James 

Garuga Musinguzi. 

The Chancellor and 

Archbishop of the 

Church of Uganda, 

His Grace Stanley 

Ntagali, presided 

over the gradua-

tion. 

The multiple gradu-

ation ceremonies and issuance of transcripts on gradu-

ation day at UCU campuses and constituent colleges 

are convenient to students who don’t have to travel 

long distances. 

They also allow students to graduate as and when they 

finish their courses and in the process facilitate their 

quicker absorption in the job market. 

— Original article and photos found on http://ucu.ac.ug/news

-and-events/ 

North-West University Faculty Members 

Win Research Awards 

POTCHEFSTROOM, SOUTH AFRICA—The North-West Uni-

versity’s (NWU’s) Faculty of Economic and Manage-

ment Sciences again took top honors at this year’s Ex-

cellence in Research Awards on October 27, 2017. The 

faculty won the titles of Most Productive Senior Re-

searcher and Most Productive Junior Researcher, just as 

they did last year. Many outstanding staff members 

from other disciplines were also acknowledged for ex-

cellence in research, innovation, community involve-

ment and creativity. 

Prof Melville Saay-

man (pictured left) from the 

Faculty of Economic and 

Management Sciences on 

the campus in 

Potchefstroom is the NWU’s 

Most Productive Researcher 

for 2016. Melville has now 

received this honor three 

times, demonstrating the 

consistent excellence of his 

research. 

He is the director of the re-

search focus area Tourism Research in Economic Envi-

rons and Society (TREES). Melville’s research has two 

distinctive focus areas. The first addresses poverty allevi-

ation through tourism and deals with aspects such as 

job creation and how tourism improves and enhances 

people’s quality of life. The second part of his research 

looks at how tourists value wildlife species in South Afri-

ca. 

Prof Leon de Beer, also from the Faculty of Economic 

and Management Sciences, is this year’s Most Produc-

tive Junior Researcher. His research is about burnout 

and work engagement in organizations. He is from the 

WorkWell Research Unit. The unit has a dedicated team 

of 19 permanent staff members and published an im-

pressive 103 articles in accredited journals in 2016.  

For the fourth consecutive year, the award for the Most 

Productive Research Entity went to the research unit, 

Reformed Theology and the Development of the South 

African Society.  Prof Ferdi Kruger, director of the re-

search unit Reformed Theology and the Development 

of the South African Society, received the award as 
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Kenya’s Higher Education Challenges 

NAIROBI, KENYA—As Kenya grapples with political crisis, 

academics from public institutions of higher learning are 

on strike protesting the government failure to honor the 

Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA). This is seriously 

hampering the studies of the many young Kenyans and 

others who are seeking to gain qualifications through 

courses run by these universities.  

In an attempt to find a permanent solution, the Educa-

tion Cabinet Secretary is proposing reforms that will re-

quire universities to remit all monies they collect from 

parallel programs to the National Treasury and full en-

forcement of the total ban on new satellite campuses. 

The Universities Funding Board (UFB) will now manage all 

monetary disbursements to universities from July next 

year and the key focus of the Government will be 

maintenance of educational standards of high quality.  

Another proposed reform would require all public uni-

versities to refrain from hiring management staff on a 

permanent and pensionable basis. However, these pro-

posed reforms are meeting strong resistance from the 

University Academic Staff Union (UASU).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kenyans would like to see quality and relevance in their 

higher education. The former IAPCHE Executive Director, 

our brother Mwenda Ntarangwi (pictured above), is at 

the helm of Kenya’s higher education and was in at-

tendance at the meeting in which the Cabinet secre-

tary made these announcements.  

Read more at: https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/

article/2001260354/cs-fred-matiang-i-now-freezes-varsity

-employment 

—Article provided by Rev. Isaac Mutua, Regional Director, 

Africa Region 

 

IAPCHE Plans All Africa Conference to be 

Held in South Africa in November 2018 

POTCHEFSTROOM, SOUTH AFRICA—IAPCHE Africa is or-

ganizing an All Africa Conference that will be held at 

North-West University, Potchefstroom Campus (pictured 

below) in South Africa in November 2018. Professor 

Anette Combrinck will lead the hosting team at North-

West University, as she offers a depth of experience in 

the organization of international conferences. IAPCHE 

will soon have full details of the dates, registration and 

other relevant matters for those wishing to attend. View 

upcoming monthly updates and visit www.iapche.org/

events for more information in the coming months. 

The proposed IAPCHE conference to be held in Kenya in 

October 2017 was cancelled due to the scheduled date 

of the re-run Kenyan Presidential election. The gathering 

is now anticipated for a date to be specified in 2019.  

—Article provided by Rev. Isaac Mutua, Regional Director, 

Africa Region 

A Carnegie-funded Exchange in Nursing 

Education 

IWO, NIGERIA—During the summer of 2017 Dr. Adejoke 

Ayoola (pictured below), Calvin College associate pro-

fessor of nursing and public health, was supported as a 

Carnegie African Diaspora Fellow 

through the Institute for International Edu-

cation. The fellowship provided support 

for her consultation with Dr. Adenike 

Olaogun, Chair of the Nursing Depart-

ment at Bowen University in Nigeria.  In 

early October Dr. Olaogun visited Dr. 

Ayoola and other faculty members at 

Calvin College. Together they cultivated their interests as 

Christian professionals caring for public health in these 

two contexts. 

https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001260354/cs-fred-matiang-i-now-freezes-varsity-employment
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001260354/cs-fred-matiang-i-now-freezes-varsity-employment
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001260354/cs-fred-matiang-i-now-freezes-varsity-employment
http://www.iapche.org/events
http://www.iapche.org/events
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is not a privilege of Protestants only but it is a common 

basis for all Christians.  The bishop believed that it is 

worth every effort to discuss the great questions of the 

Reformation era without further deepening the cleav-

age among the different Christian churches. Bishop 

Szabó acknowledged the spirit of the Declaration 

“Dominus Iesus” on the unity and salvific universality of 

Jesus Christ and the Church, published by the Catholic 

Church’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in 

2000. It declared that anything that happens to Christi-

anity has an impact on every Christian.  

During the discussion the two church leaders agreed 

that besides continuing an open dialogue on theologi-

cal issues, more attention is necessary on practical co-

operation. In this regard the idea of a new and joint 

Catholic-Protestant translation of the Bible into Hungari-

an was welcomed for joint consideration.    

—Article and image provided by  Gyula Sümeghy, Director of 

International Relations, Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed 

Church in Hungary 

Driestar Christian University to Offer  

International  Master’s Course in Christian 

Education 

GOUDA, NETHERLANDS--In September 2018, Driestar 

Christian University, a university for teacher education, 

will offer an international Master’s course in Christian Ed-

ucation. This course will focus on the backgrounds and 

practices of education inspired and informed by the 

Christian faith.  Driestar welcomes IAPCHE member feed-

back. All information about the course can be found on 

the website of Driestar Christian University.  Online appli-

cation opens December 1, 2017. 

The Master’s track in Christian Education is new and 

unique in Europe. The track is integrated within the 

Learning and Innovation Master’s degree and focuses 

on learning in an international context. The course is also 

unique because it is flexible: a student can complete all 

four modules in one year, or follow one module per year 

and complete the course in four years. Each module 

consists of a number of study days (blended learning), 

followed by two weeks of lectures in the Netherlands. A 

schedule of the modules for 2018-2020 can be found on 

Driestar’s website: www.driestar-educatief.nl.  

The aim of the Master’s is to deepen knowledge and 

skills for experienced teachers who could become 

Forum of Catholic-Reformed Dialogue at 

the 500th Anniversary of the Beginning of 

the Reformation 

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY--Károli Gáspár University of the 

Reformed Church in Hungary organized a very special 

event on October 17, 2017.  In the spirit of ecumenical 

dialogue and reconciliation, an open “colloquy” on the 

historical and theological differences as well as on po-

tential fields for cooperation between the Catholic 

Church and the Reformed Church took place. Partici-

pants were Cardinal Péter Erdő of the Hungarian Catho-

lic Church and Bishop István Bogárdi Szabó of the Re-

formed Church in Hungary.  The event, attended by an 

audience of over 300 people, started with introductory 

lectures by the two church leaders. These were followed 

by questions raised by the moderator of the dialogue, 

Professor József Zsengellér, Vice-Rector for Strategic Af-

fairs of the University.  

Cardinal Erdő emphasized that at the 500th anniversary 

of the beginning of the Reformation it is appropriate, 

having analyzed the circumstances leading to the 

schism in the Church, to focus on cooperation in the 

future. He outlined the major milestones of seeking unity 

among Christian churches, emphasizing the significance 

of the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification 

reached by the Lutheran World Federation and the 

Catholic Church in Augsburg in 1999. The Cardinal 

concluded his lecture with the remark that the closer we 

can get to Christ, the closer we can get to each other 

as well. 

Bishop Bogárdi Szabó of the Reformed Church stressed 

that the common message of Christianity has remained 

the same: the Word of God became flesh and blood in 

Christ whose triumphant return we all await. Therefore, 

adherence to the notion of “Solus Christus” (Christ only) 
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After the presentations, the participants enjoyed the 

artistic program of the csillagocska (Starlet) folk dance 

group that presented an historic play entitled 

“Reformation in the Nursery School.” The conference 

proved to be a success and the organizers hope to 

make it into a yearly event. 

—Article and photos provided by Eniko Maior, Associate Profes-

sor and Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and Arts, Partium 

Christian University, Oradea, Romania 

Institutional Leaders from Europe to Meet 

in Budapest to Discuss IAPCHE Priorities  

BUDAPEST, HUNGARY—On January 18-19, 2018, institu-

tional leaders from the Netherlands, Hungary, Romania, 

and Norway will 

gather in Buda-

pest. The majority 

of these leaders 

are current IAP-

CHE members. 

Each will present 

information on 

their own institu-

tions, brainstorm ways to connect and support one an-

other, and discuss the goals for IAPCHE's activities in the 

region. They will also make preliminary plans for a Euro-

pean regional conference to be held within the next 

two years. 

Dr. Shirley Roels, IAPCHE's Executive Director, will be at-

tending this conference to meet personally with these 

institutional leaders and establish support for collabora-

tion in the European region. 

If you are a Christian higher education institutional lead-

er in greater Europe and are interested in attending this 

meeting, please email Lydia Bor, e.l.bor@driestar-

educatief.nl. 

teacher leaders, for principals and school leaders in 

Christian schools and for people working in educational 

aid organizations. Driestar also invites those preparing for 

a PhD in Christian Education. 

Courses will be taught by an international team of pro-

fessors, including Professor David Smith (United States), 

Professor Trevor Cooling (United Kingdom) and Professor 

Bram de Muynck (the Netherlands). 

Driestar would love to hear feedback on whether this 

course is of interest to IAPCHE members. Are you inter-

ested in a single module for four years or the complete 

degree  in one or more years? Members may email 

questions to Hanna Markus, j.j.markus@driestar-

educatief.nl.  

—Article and photo provided by Lydia Bor, International Of-

ficer, Driestar Christian University in Gouda, Netherlands 

International “Reformation 500”  

Conference Hosted in Romania 

OREADEA, ROMANIA--The Partium Christian University 

together with the István Sulyok Theological Studies Insti-

tute organized an international conference entitled 

“Reformation 500” on October 5-6, 2017. The confer-

ence was a celebration of the 500 years of the Refor-

mation in the world and of the 450 years of the Bible of 

Nagyvárad (Oradea in Romanian). The speakers came 

from Hungary, the Netherlands and Romania. The 

presentations focused on different aspects of refor-

mation from the beginning to the present day. 

In multiple sections of the conference, presenters spoke 

about the substantial role of the reformers and the im-

portance of reformation in educating the next genera-

tions. They also offered a detailed study of the Bible of 

Nagyvárad (Oradea in Romanian) translation which is 

450 years old.  
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Reconciliation Forum Held at Fundación 

Universitaria Bautista in Colombia 

CALI, COLOMBIA--On Monday, September 25, an emo-

tional forum called "Building Together Reconciliation" 

took place at the Fundación Universitaria Bautista 

(UNIBAUTISTA). Some of the actors of the armed conflict 

in Colombia were present. They were represented by 

four former members of the ex-guerrilla group—the Rev-

olutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), as well as 

some of the victims of that conflict. 

During this session, both victims and perpetrators of the 

armed conflict expressed their views and their feelings. 

At the end of the forum, a symbolic act was held by the 

general public, where hugs and tears cemented this  

process of healing.  

Recently Colombia entered a period of peace after 50 

years of armed conflict. The president of the country, 

Juan Manuel Santos, was awarded the Noble Peace 

Prize of 2016 for his contribution as a critical agent to 

achieve this peace treaty.   

UNIBAUTISTA, former International Baptist Theological 

Seminary (STBI) acquired university status as of June 

2003. By the  resolution of the Ministry of Education of 

Colombia, it was granted legal status as STBI University 

Foundation. One of the emphases of the institution in 

this new stage is research. The research objective is to 

produce knowledge by articulating theological and 

biblical reflection with the analysis of social and human 

sciences. This research seeks to be socially relevant, 

meet the needs of society, and bridge the relationship 

between culture and university education. UNIBAUTISTA 

maintains an international agreement with the Baptist 

University of the Americas (BUA) of San Antonio, Texas, 

through which its graduates can study English as a sec-

ond language (ESL) and prepare to enter master's or 

doctoral programs in the United States. 
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6th Latin America Consultation Papers  

Made into Publication  

This book, “Where is Protestantism 

going in Latin America? A Multidis-

ciplinary and prospective vision at 

500 years from the Reformation,” is 

the result of the 6th IAPCHE Latin 

American Consultation, held in Li-

ma, Peru, in July 2017 with the co-

operation of the Fraternidad Teo-

lógica Latinoamericana (FTL) and 

the Comunidad de Estudios Teo-

lógicos Interdisciplinarios (CETI).  

Discussions on some critical questions are featured, such 

as: At this five-hundredth anniversary of the Reformation, 

what is the state of Latin American Protestantism in its 

evolutionary process? What is the significance of its pres-

ence in the religious, social, cultural, economic, and po-

litical transformation of the region? What obstacles have 

occurred and continue to occur? What can we expect 

for the near future?  

The aim was to give a multi-, inter- and trans-disciplinary 

perspective. Thus, the book contains the papers present-

ed in different disciplinary panels: Bible and Theology, 

Missiology and Pastoral, Church History, Social Sciences 

(Sociology, Anthropology, Political Science, Economics, 

Development and Environmental Studies), Education 

(Basic and Higher, Theological), Literature and Arts, and 

Communications. Amongst the themes addressed in 

these papers are:  

 The Reformation as Theological epistemology -semper 

reformanda est 

 Protestant thinking and social change in Latin America 

 Protestant ecclesiological traditions and the construction 

of indigenous identities 

 Latin American society, poverty and inequality: Protestant 

alternative? 

 Reevaluating the Protestant educational contribution in 

the region 

 Protestantism, communications and publications in Latin 

America 

The book was edited  by H. Fernando Bullón and Nicolás 

Panotto. It will be published in Spanish by Buenos Aires, 

Ediciones Kairós in December 2017. Papers from the 

conference may be found on www.iapche.org/lima. 
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Statue at Training and Research Center in 

Brazil Honors Women of the Reformation 

SAO LEOPOLDO, BRAZIL--As part 

of the celebrations of the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation, 

Faculdade Escola Superior de 

Teologia (EST) inaugurated a 

Memorial to the Women of the 

Reformation Movement with a 

sculpture of Katharina von Bora. 

This memorial sculpture is the 

only one in Latin America created to honor the women 

of the Reformation. It calls on churches, teaching, or 

research institutions and society in general to recognize 

the contribution of women in all spheres of activity. It 

encourages all women to fight for human rights, espe-

cially women's rights.  

During the ceremony, the importance of this moment 

was exalted. The Rector, Prof. Dr. Wilhelm Wachholz, 

highlighted the choice of the honored personality, ex-

plaining Katharina von Bora's fundamental contribution 

to the Reformation. While married to Martin Luther, she is 

better known in Brazil and Latin America as a leader 

among women of her time and is an inspirational influ-

ence to this day. 

EST is a prestigious training and research center in Brazil. 

Its general objective is to promote academic formation 

and to foment scientific research in the field of the hu-

man sciences, applied social sciences, linguistics, arts 

and health. It aims at qualifying competent professionals 

to work in the various socio-cultural areas that demand 

this kind of specialization. EST is linked to the Synodal 

Education Network and identified with the IECLB 

(Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil).  

—Article and photos provided by H. Fernando Bullón, IAPCHE 

Regional Director in Latin America 

Lumina College in Hong Kong to Launch 

Three New Masters Programs in Fall 2018 

KOWLOON, HONG KONG—Established in 2015, Lumina 

College in Hong Kong aims to become a pavilion of 

Christian higher education characterized by partnerships 

that are truly global in nature and practice while strate-

gically situated in contemporary Asian contexts. After 

years of vision-sharing and constructive dialogues with 

Christian colleges and universities, Lumina College is 

ready to launch its first batch of Master programs in Fall 

2018 in collaboration with: (1) Wheaton College -- Mas-

ter of Arts in Intercultural Studies; (2) Asbury University -- 

Master of Arts in Communication: Digital Storytelling (3) 

Cairn University -- Master of Business Administration. 

Offered in a hybrid mode on a part-time basis, these 

Master programs make the most of benefits from online 

delivery, fly-in international scholars as well as local ad-

junct faculty. The face-to-face teaching normally con-

centrated in two full days provides a direct interpersonal 

platform to nurture teacher-student interaction while the 

online portion of the courses easily fits into any busy 

schedules of working adults. Such a flexible mode allows 

for Christians in other parts of Asia to enroll because they 

only need come to class in Hong Kong up to three times 

per year. Thus, they can benefit from world-class Chris-

tian higher education without quitting their jobs or incur-

ring the considerable expenses if they were to complete 

the programs residentially in the US. 

In short, Lumina hopes to educate students with the life-

long skills of faith-and-life integration, for them to prac-

tice leadership that impacts with a Christian worldview, 

and strengthen their own faith and calling to make a 

difference in the world. 

--Article provided by Vaughan K. T. Mak, Head of Academic Programs, Lumi-

na College, Hong Kong 
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The Student Christian Movement of India 

and IAPCHE Asia-Oceania Host Student 

Leadership Conference in Batala 

BATALA, PUNJAB, INDIA--Twenty eight students invited by 

the Student Christian Movement of India (SCMI) and 

IAPCHE as well as three Senior Friends of SCMI gathered 

at Salvation Army Church campus, Batala, Punjab, India 

from September 12-16, 2017 to get a unique experience 

through the Student Leadership Program. This event was 

organized jointly by IAPCHE Asia-Oceania Region and 

Student Christian Movement of India. In recognition of 

the 500th year of the Reformation, the theme chosen 

was  “Reformation and Dreams of Reformers: Lessons to 

the Youth.” Dr. J. Dinakarlal, Regional Director of IAPCHE 

in the Asia-Oceania region, and Mr. Inbaraj Jeyakumar, 

General Secretary of SCMI, were the primary organizers 

and were ably assisted by Ms. Dakerlin Mukhim and Mr. 

Daniel Das, Secretaries of SCMI. 

The program 

started on Tues-

day, September 

12, with the in-

augural address 

by The Most 

Rev. Saman-

taroy, Modera-

tor of the 

Church of North India. He gave examples of successful 

leaders of the secular world and showed how such 

leadership qualities are needed for the church today.  

The first Bible Study conducted by Ms. Dakerlin Mukhim 

was based on Jesus’ cleansing of the Jerusalem Temple. 
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 The second talk analyzed the leadership the reformed 

churches require today and how the younger genera-

tion can bring about changes in the church. Some par-

ticipants were highly critical of the church leadership 

today, but came out with the contention that the pre-

sent day church needs cleansing from within. 

The second Bible Study based on Paul’s Epistle to Timo-

thy by Rev. Eric Brown was quite inspiring. He showed 

how Paul stirred up  the faith of Timothy and implored 

the participants 

to stir up their 

faith. He said 

Martin Luther  

stirred up the 

church because 

of his faith. 

Mr. Inbaraj Jeya-

kumar, General 

Secretary, SCMI 

spoke on 

“Religious Funda-

mentalism: Les-

sons Learned from Reformation.” He showed that cer-

tain corrupt practices which had no Biblical basis were 

responsible for Martin Luther’s revolt against the church. 

He argued that today fundamentalism has crept into 

the church and people are misled by those who pro-

pound religious fundamentalism. He said that the re-

sponsibility of the present day youth is to wipe out reli-

gious fundamentalism from the church. 

Later the students visited the beautiful campus of the 

hosts, Baring Union Christian College. A beautiful recep-

tion was followed by a talk given by Mr. Juzar Singh on 

Sikhism. This talk was very useful to the students as in 

Punjab there are many Sikhs who have played a very  
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Condolences to Tokyo Christian University  

TOKYO, JAPAN—IAPCHE sends its condolences to all fac-

ulty, staff, students, friends, and especially, the family of 

President Takanori Kobayashi of 

Tokyo Christian University (TCU), 

who passed away on October 24. 

The late President Kobayashi was 

visiting the United States in his role 

as Chairperson of Asia Theological 

Association to examine accredita-

tion procedures when he suffered 

a heart attack on his way to a meeting in the Los Ange-

les area. He received emergency treatment and inten-

sive care, but his conditioned worsened and he could 

not be saved. 

A private family funeral followed by cremation was held 

in Dr. Kobayashi’s hometown in Nagano Prefecture. A 

larger funeral was held by Tokyo Christian University and 

the East Kanto Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in 

Japan in the university chapel.  

Dr. Kobayashi became the Provost of TCU in 2006 and 

continued in that role until becoming President in 2014. 

During over a decade in leadership at TCU, Dr. Koba-

yashi led the University through drastic changes. As the 

Provost, Dr. Kobayashi, with President Dr. Kurasawa, led 

TCU to establish the International Christian Studies and 

Social Work Department in 2008, a major in church minis-

try in 2010, a postgraduate certificate course in church 

music in 2011, and the Graduate School of Theology 

(Master’s program) in 2012. As the President, he led the 

University to establish the Graduate School of Theology 

(Doctoral program) in 2014, promoted globalization on 

campus, and gained quality assurance of the school 

through certified evaluation and accreditation from Ja-

pan University Accreditation Association.  

In short, he led TCU to develop into a full higher educa-

tion institution, passionately educated Christians serving 

the church and society, and furthered the goals of the 

school. Moreover, he was a chairperson of Asia Theologi-

cal Association from 2013 and promoted education and 

research among churches in globalizing Asia. Dr. Koba-

yashi was a vital and indispensable figure at TCU aiming 

to send students to the church and society around the 

world. May the Almighty console the members of his 

family and all those associated with him. 

—Article provided by Mifumi Karokawa, Office of the President, 

Tokyo Christian University  

important role in the history of India and in Indian Armed 

forces. The participants were invited to the Ahmadiyya 

Muslim Center and were given a tour of the museum. 

Following this was an awe-inspiring lecture by Mr. Shiraz, 

the director of the museum. He showed that the Holy 

Quran does not advocate violence; hence any terrorist 

activity or jihad of today done in the name of Islam is 

not justified. Finally, the participants were invited to a 

sumptuous dinner in which the students were able to 

interact with the speakers and amongst themselves.  

In planning the program, the hosts also arranged a one-

day excursion on September 15. They were taken to 

Jalianwala Bagh, a park in which on April 13, 1919 the 

British Indian Army massacred hundreds of innocent ci-

vilians. Following this meaningful trip was a visit to the 

Golden Temple of the Sikhs. The temple offered free 

lunch as part of their service to the public, and the par-

ticipants took part in it. Next the group visited the 

Wagah Border where the Indian Border Security person-

nel meet their Pakistan counterpart.  

At the close of the program, Dr. Edward Masih, Principal 

of Baring Union Christian College, was our guest of hon-

or for the valedictory session. Besides giving the valedic-

tory address he gave certificates to all participants. 

The organizers of the conference are grateful to Dr.  Har-

ry Fernhout and Dr. Shirley Roels, the office bearers of 

SCMI, Dr. Edward Masih, and Lt. Col. Parkash Masih of 

the Salvation Army for all the help extended. 

--Article and photos provided by Dr. J. Dinakarlal, Regional 

Director of IAPCHE in Asia-Oceania 
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About the Author  

David Smith has an international reputation as a thinker and practitioner at the inter-

section of faith and teaching. He began his career teaching French, German, and Rus-

sian in public secondary schools in the United Kingdom, where he became fascinated 

by the question of how our beliefs, values, and commitments can shape and guide our 

approaches to teaching and learning. After graduate work in philosophical theology, 

philosophy of education, and curriculum studies he moved to Calvin College, where he 

has received the College’s Award for Innovative Teaching. He is the founding Direc-

tor of the Kuyers Institute for Christian Teaching and Learning and Director of Gradu-

ate Studies in Education. He also serves as the Senior Editor of the Journal of Educa-

tion and Christian Belief. 

His original questions – how does my identity as a Christian affect how I teach? What 

other values and convictions are implicitly embedded in our actions as teachers? – 

have continued to guide his work. He has spent more than two decades exploring the 

implications of rethinking the language classroom in terms of hospitality to strangers 

and investigating the wider relationship between pedagogy and spiritual and moral 

formation. In recent years he has traveled widely as a speaker and consultant to 

schools, universities, and conferences in North America, Europe, Asia, Australia, and 

Africa. Various of his writings are widely used in teacher education and faculty devel-

opment contexts, including most recently his co-edited volume on Teaching and 

Christian Practices and the extensive online resources developed 

at www.whatiflearning.com. 

John Amos Comenius: A Visionary Reformer of Schools 

By David I. Smith 

Classical Academic Press, September 2017 

John Amos Comenius, a seventeenth-century theologian and reformer, had so great an 

influence on Western schooling that he has been called the father of modern education. To 

this day he remains one of the most influential and fascinating thinkers in the history of 

education. In this concise introduction to the work of Comenius, Dr. David Smith sketches 

some of Comenius’s central ideas, pointing to several important themes that summarize 

Comenius’s tireless work for educational reform. Readers will discover that amongst the 

literally hundreds of works Comenius wrote in Czech and Latin, many of which are lost to 

us today, he created one of the world’s most successful children’s picture books; suggested 

that learning should resemble gardening; and proposed that joy, piety, and harmony are 

central to the education of children. In this book, Smith also touches on the key questions 

with which Comenius wrestled—questions that remain pertinent today. Readers will learn 

that Comenius is at once a forerunner of much of what we find and affirm today in educa-

tion while also an advocate of some ideas that we would pass over. Smith suggests that we 

should let Comenius “be himself, rather than a forerunner of ourselves,” if we wish to be 

challenged by him afresh. This volume is an important study for any educator wishing to 

understand the history of education with an eye to recovering perennial educational ideas 

and practices that will inspire both the present and the future.  
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thinking about the nature of knowledge and related educational 

philosophy? 

DS: Comenius met Descartes in Amsterdam and they debated for 

four hours. Both mention it in their writings; Descartes felt that 

Comenius mixed up theology and philosophy too much, while Co-

menius, though he applauded a commitment to rational inquiry, felt 

that Descartes was misguided to place faith in an autonomous rea-

son. Something similar can be said about Bacon – for Comenius 

empirical inquiry is good, but divorcing it from faith would result in 

loss of wisdom. Similarly, when Comenius addressed classical 

thinkers such as Plato, he admired many of their ideas, but took 

them to task for admiring virtues different from those of Christ. On 

every front he was aiming to learn from everything that was known 

while maintaining a critical Christian posture. That’s not to say he 

always succeeded, but there is something humbling about the scale 

of the effort. 

SR: Comenius wrote about Christian piety, saying, “…our 

heart will seek to know God everywhere…who conceals himself 

with the veil of his works and rules everything invisibly…; hav-

ing discovered him, we will follow him, and having reached 

him, we will enjoy him. The first involved our mind, the second 

our will, the third joy in our conscience” (qtd. in Smith p. 39).  

What is distinctive about his understanding of Christian piety?   

DS: I am always struck when reading Comenius that he can hardly 

write about piety without talking about joy. He calls us to relate all 

things and all actions to our relationship to God, and then insists 

that the purpose of relating everything to God is to participate in a 

joyous redemption, in his words to turn “the whole world into a 

garden of delight for God, for people, and for things.” 

SR: Toward the end of your book about the Comenius’s contri-

butions, you note that he refused to see faith, virtue, and learn-

ing as separate compartments. How might his vision inform the 

efforts of current Christian higher education leaders now? 

DS: Many of Comenius’ specific intellectual and practical tools 

belong to his time – there are many ways in which he was clearly a 

child of the 17th century. Yet the thoughtful and cohesive way in 

which he sought to bring together not only faith and reason, but 

faith, reason, and practical ethical and pedagogical action still of-

fers a challenge to our current efforts at Christian education. Most 

of the writing on what has often been called the “integration of faith 

and learning” from the last 50 years has focused on the articulation 

of a Christian mind and Christian perspectives on knowledge. One 

result is that studies are showing Christian higher education faculty 

to be much less confident about relating faith to teaching and learn-

ing practices than they are at relating faith to ideas and worldviews. 

Comenius wrote ambitious accounts of how we should approach 

education and society, but also designed influential learning materi-

als and reformed specific schools. He offers us an intriguing model 

of working faith into practice as well as philosophical orientation. 
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Shirley Roels: Comenius, born as Jan Komensky’, was an or-

phan affected by war, disease, shifting national politics, and 

religious discord. As a result he lived in Moravia, Germany, 

Britain, Sweden, Hungary, Poland, and the Netherlands over 

the course of his life. Why did you write a book now about a 

European migrant who died almost four hundred years ago?  

David Smith: It’s interesting to think about what makes people 

seem relevant and remain part of what we know of our history. Folk 

who made a name for themselves writing systematic theology or 

epistemology seem to stick in the story better than folk like Come-

nius, who committed a lot of his energy to improving learning in 

schools and designing learning materials for children. Yet when it 

comes to working out how Christian faith might inform educational 

theory and practice he is one of the most important figures in histo-

ry. My sense is that he still has plenty to teach us. A key benefit of 

listening to a vital thinker from a different place and century is that 

he does not share all our own assumptions, and so might give us 

some fresh angles on our work. 

SR: Comenius describes learning as a labyrinth or maze. As a 

theologian, would Comenius have suggested that centuries later 

we are lost in the labyrinth of exponential growth in 

knowledge? Given learning as a labyrinth, how might he advise 

Christian educators today? 

DS: A theme that recurs over and over again in Comenius’s writings 

is that if you lose sight of the intimate interconnections between the 

rational, the moral, and the religious, you will find yourself lost, 

even if your mazes seem impressive in scale. The growth of 

knowledge per se would not worry him – he never adopted the strat-

egy of making space for faith by limiting what or how much we can 

learn. But when he looked at efforts to build edifices of knowledge 

on empirical grounds alone, outside of faith and ethics, he was pret-

ty critical. He would urge that we should not create separate spaces 

for faith, ethics, and rational inquiry, but rather pursue all three to 

their utmost with constant interaction between them.  

SR: To counter corrupt human nature, fragmentation in learn-

ing, and segregation by biological or social differences, Comeni-

us described a different social framework for education. What 

themes in his writings might address such current challenges in 

global Christian higher education?  

DS: Comenius wrote in one place that there is no exemption from 

human education except for non-humans. He grounded his educa-

tional thinking in his understanding of imago dei, and that led him 

to argue that education that implied or fostered distinctions of worth 

based on socioeconomic status, academic gifting, gender, or ethnici-

ty would be deficient. For him, education would be Christian when 

it sought the wellbeing of every human being. 

SR: As a philosopher, Comenius was actively countering other 

perspectives of his time. With whom and how did he differ in his 
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Recently Dr. David Smith published his English-language book about John Amos Comenius, seventeenth-century Czech theologian 

and reformer. IAPCHE Executive Director, Shirley Roels, interviewed David Smith to provide a glimpse into this book.  



B O O K S 

Corruption Kills: Journal of Latin 

American Theology (JLAT) 

Wipf and Stock, Volume 12, No. 2, 

November 2017 

It is commonplace for Christians to 

rail against rampant corruption and 

lament its existence. What is not so 

common is to hear a thoughtful 

analysis of the factors that lead to 

and feed corruption. Even more 

scarce are practical and proven 

steps that we can take to reduce the levels of corruption in 

our societies. 

 This JLAT issue collects some of the main papers of an in-

ternational consultation, titled, “Corruption Kills: Biblical, 

Contextual, and Ethical Perspectives”, sponsored by the 

Latin American Theological Fellowship (LATF). Held in Lima, 

Peru, July 2016, participants gave presentations that 

ranged from biblical and theological analysis of corruption 

to practical experiences of fighting it. Some papers ad-

dress corruption at national and international levels, 

whereas others dealt with local examples. Personal respon-

sibility for corruption is analyzed, as were the more insidious 

and harmful effects of structural and systemic corruption. 

Amongst the papers: “Political Corruption in the Gospels 

and the Book of Acts;” “Confronting Injustice in Latin Amer-

ica: Faith commitment to justice and perceptions about 

the roles of the local church;” “Corruption, Public Policies 

and Ethical Challenges from a Perspective of Christian 

Commitment.” Some of these papers are written by  

IAPCHE members. 

Calling All Years  Good: Christian 

Vocation throughout Life’s Seasons 

By Kathleen A. Calahan & Bonnie J. 

Miller Mclemore 

Eerdmans,  July 2017 

A uniquely comprehensive discus-

sion of vocation from infancy to old 

age. 

Do infants have a vocation? Do Alz-

heimer's patients? In popular culture, 

vocation is often reduced to adult work or church ministry. 

Rarely do we consider childhood or old age as crucial 

times for commencing or culminating a life of faith in re-

sponse to God's calling. 

 

This book addresses that gap by showing how vocation 

emerges and evolves over the course of an entire lifetime. 

The authors cover six of life's distinct seasons, weaving to-

gether personal narrative, developmental theory, case 

studies, and spiritual practices. Calling All Years 
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Good grounds the discussion of vocation in concrete reali-

ties and builds a cohesive framework for understanding 

calling throughout all of life.  

Awaiting the King:  Reforming Public 

Theology 

By James K. A. Smith 

Baker Academic, November 2017  

In this culmination of his widely read 

and highly acclaimed Cultural Litur-

gies project, James K. A. Smith exam-

ines politics through the lens of liturgy. 

What if, he asks, citizens are not only 

thinkers or believers but also lovers? 

Smith explores how our analysis of political institutions 

would look different if we viewed them as incubators of 

love-shaping practices--not merely governing us but form-

ing what we love. How would our political engagement 

change if we weren't simply looking for permission to ex-

press our "views" in the political sphere but actually hoped 

to shape the ethos of a nation, a state, or a municipality to 

foster a way of life that bends toward shalom? 

This book offers a well-rounded public theology as an alter-

native to contemporary debates about politics. Smith ex-

plores the religious nature of politics and the political na-

ture of Christian worship, sketching how the worship of the 

church propels us to be invested in forging the common 

good. This book creatively merges theological and philo-

sophical reflection with illustrations from film, novels, and 

music and includes helpful exposition and contemporary 

commentary on key figures in political theology. 

A Legacy of Religious Educators: 

Historical and Theological Introduc-

tions 

Edited by Elmer L. Towns & Benjamin 

K. Forrest  

Liberty University Press, July 2016 

A Legacy of Religious Educators 

examines individuals who shaped 

the educational foundations of the 

church. These chapters, on well-

known patristic and medieval scholars such as Augustine, 

Anselm, and Aquinas; renowned theologian-educators 

such as Luther, Calvin, Edwards and Wesley; and modern-

day educators such as Henrietta Mears, C.S. Lewis, and 

Frank Gaebelein, reflect the contextualized theology of 

education of significant educators who have profoundly 

influenced religious education, in both the church and 

society. 

__________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: Reviews are taken directly from the publishers’ promotional materi-

als and should not be considered reviews by IAPCHE. 
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scendental character of moral values and of reality.  

More still they are called to be co-creators of openness 

and space where all cultures and peoples have room to 

become more than is now apparent.  International shar-

ing of vocation, of knowledge, of discovery, of experi-

ence, result from institutional training and praxis oriented 

by shared dedication to the common good. IAPCHE‘s 

commitment to such a mission requires a long range 

vision which recognizes the ambiguities of historical pro-

cesses but which labors with the consciousness of the 

God factor.  His spirit, after all, guides our destinies and 

brings shalom peace in the Lord’s good time. 

Upon such sensitivities that we all share, my faith, better 

– our faith, senses the need for the continued ministry of 

IAPCHE.  Forty new years to combine memories and 

dreams of faith and hope for new visions and commit-

ment to bring about God’s promise of a redeemed real-

ity.  To a younger generation we older lions commend 

the working out of such a dream of shalom on earth 

and good will to all. 
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Forty years in IAPCHE combine memories and dreams 

of a journey of faith and hope.  A journey with faith in 

teaching and learning as essential for growth and 

nourishment for service.  A journey with hope in dream-

ing and creating new understanding and effectiveness 

for God’s kingdom now.  Across the years this search 

and finding brought many of us together to work for 

the common good the Lord desires for all of creation.  

The search for knowledge and the wisdom to use it 

rightly motivated us to seek and to share what we 

have received and discovered for the shaping of our 

lives and the giving of meaning to others.  What has 

been accomplished inspires us to press on with vision 

for what is yet to come. 

And what might that be?  Several levels in which  

IAPCHE moves present challenges worth considering.  

Broader contextual exigencies in a changing world 

demand new strategies to answer the questions which 

press upon academic institutions.  Corporate ethical 

decisions of the body politic require appropriate 

thought and action for the common good.  More spe-

cifically, how do Christians relate then to other faith 

communities with often contrasting mindsets on life 

and death issues?  Can areas be defined where coop-

erative action and carefully programmed good be 

carried out for the promotion of all peoples?  Christian 

educational institutions need to be in the forefront of 

such definitions. 

Basic faith commitments unite Christian institutions eve-

rywhere.  Motivating the search for full mutual under-

standing of humanity, its origins and its destiny, are the 

beliefs that all are created in the image of God and 

that all live under his providential care.  The supreme 

gift of life itself carries the inescapable calling  to pro-

mote the opportunity and the elemental necessities to 

realize the human potential for each person.  Christian 

universities need thus not only to seek to know the 

basic structure of reality as a revelation of God’s gifts 

and purpose, but also to develop mechanisms by 

which reality serves to benefit all persons regardless of 

race, social class or religion.  Such can never be real-

ized singly, but need the coordination of discoveries, 

united witness and cooperative action to bring about 

proper distribution to all.   IAPCHE’s calling includes 

such a commitment to the realization of God’s will to 

be done on earth. 

For a secularized industrialized reality, Christian institu-

tions are called to bear intelligible witness to the tran-

Sidney Rooy has been a pastor, professor, author, and is one of the original founders of IAPCHE. He has committed an  

entire  lifetime to serving Christian higher education, particularly in Latin America. In the testimonial below, Sid reflects 

on the journey of IAPCHE over the past forty years, its present necessity, and its hopeful future. 

The above testimonial is a reflection by one of  

IAPCHE’s founding members. In the next issue of  

Contact IAPCHE will feature testimonials by  

students of member colleges and universities.  

Look for this issue in March 2018. 
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Contact is the official newsletter of the International Association for the Promo-

tion of Christian Higher Education (IAPCHE). It is published quarterly as a way of 

informing its members about news from across the many world regions in which 

IAPCHE operates. If you have any news items you would like to share with  

IAPCHE’s members worldwide, please contact IAPCHE at: 

3201 Burton Street SE,   

Raybrook Bldg. Suite 204,     

Grand Rapids, MI 49546, USA   

Email: office@iapche.org  

Website: www.iapche.org  

Tel: +1-616-526-7906 

ABOUT IAPCHE 

IAPCHE is a network of institutions and individuals worldwide committed to ad-

vancing Christian education through training, capacity building, scholarship, 

and networking in ways that reflect both the universal (shared view of Christ’s 

centrality in our identity and work) and the local (attending to the specific re-

alities and practices of where and who we serve).   

 

IAPCHE’s Mission is to develop a network that facilitates contact and mutual 

assistance, acts as a catalyst for research and training, and encourages bibli-

cal and contextual responses to the critical issues in contemporary society, so 

as to help people serve the Lord Jesus Christ in an integral way. 

Have news you would like to share  

with other IAPCHE members? 

Members may email articles to  

office@iapche.org. We suggest articles  

contain 400 words or less.  


