
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN--IAPCHE’s third biennial North American conference on 
Internationalizing Christian Higher Education will be held June 4-6, 2017, in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. IAPCHE is very excited to co-host this event with the Council for Christian Colleges 
and Universities (CCCU) based in Washington, DC. This partnership reflects a growing commit-
ment on the part of both organizations to collaborate in fostering the growth and well-being of 
Christian higher education in North America and beyond. 

The first two conferences in 
this series, held in 2013 and 
2015, each attracted over 
100 participants to explore 
the broad theme of interna-
tionalizing Christian higher 
education. Although billed 
as regional conferences, 
both events attracted signifi-
cant representation from 
beyond North America. 

Since October a planning
committee comprised of
seven members representing
IAPCHE, the CCCU, the
Nagel Institute for the Study
of World Christianity, and
Calvin College, has been
hard at work determining a
theme for the next confer-
ence. While “international-
ization” continues to be a vital theme in higher education in general and Christian higher edu-
cation in particular, the committee concluded that in the current context it is particularly 
important to emphasize the importance of listening. 

Listening to another is an essential sign of respect. Listening in order to learn, and responding 
appropriately, is vital for both institutions and individuals who seek to live as Christ-followers in 
our global world. In a world increasingly dominated by shouting-without-hearing, a posture of 
listening and learning in humility can serve as a witness to the upside-down kingdom of God. 

Read about our Plenary Speakers and Call for Proposals on Pages 4 and 5!
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As Christians around the 
world celebrate 
Christmas, we focus on 
God’s gift of his Son: for 
God so loved… that he 
gave… (John 3:16). At 
this time of year the
deepest meaning of this
most familiar text touches 

our souls. God’s love makes God a giver.

The prologue of John’s gospel adds that to experience the 
gift of the Word made flesh is also to experience the giver. 
“We have seen his glory… who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.” (John 1:14) In the Son’s grace and truth 
we see the grace (generosity) and truth of the Father.

The wonder of the gospel is that this has been God’s modus 
operandi all along. Through the centuries, God met his peo-
ple as a giver (though not without expectations). That is 
God’s style; to encounter God is also to encounter his lavish 
grace and truth.

We see this, for example, in the ‘Jubilee’ regulations in 
Leviticus 25. The covenant relationship between God and 
his people followed the model of formal treaties between 
kings and their subject peoples in the ancient near-East.
Such treaties, used by rulers to administer their domain, fol-
lowed a characteristic pattern: an elaboration of what the 
great king had done (“I delivered you from Egypt”), and a
stipulation of what the subject people owed the ruler as a 
result (“you shall have no other gods before me”). This was 
followed by promises of benefits or blessings for those who 
were faithful, or threats and curses in case of unfaithfulness. 

What a subject people owed their overlord was usually very 
taxing – literally so. Military service, hard labour, the best of 
the land and the pick of the crops and herds – all were 
owed to the king. We see echoes of this pattern in God’s 
claim on the first-born of Israel’s sheep and cattle.

Beyond providing protection, near-Eastern rulers did not typ-
ically adopt a posture of giving. In this regard the Jubilee 
legislation of Leviticus 25 turns the ancient world upside 
down. The Great King becomes a lavish giver. Yes, he owns 
the land everything in it.  But not only does he let his people 
live there and use its produce for their well-being, but

instead of working them to the bone he gives them (and 
the land) a sabbatical every seven years! The intent was 
that both people and land could rest and be renewed in 
their trust and dependence on God.  God even promised 
that if his followers were faithful he would send such a good 
crop in the sixth year that it would tide his people over until 
the land started producing again.  This is a total reversal of 
expectations. Instead of demanding more and more, God 
gives and gives some more.

For God so loved that he gave….  This has been God’s way 
from the beginning, and still continues to be God’s style in 
the time of Jesus.  In the gospel story of the birth of Jesus we 
see God acting in character, as a lavish giver. 

In Leviticus God’s generosity was to be the basis for a walk 
of life which reflected dependence on God and which 
extended his generosity to the world he loves.  God’s peo-
ple would act in character if they walked in this way.  In this 
respect, too, the essentials have not changed.  For God so 
loved that he gave still calls forth a response that extends 
his generosity to world he so deeply loves.

In our time, God’s lavish generosity includes the gift of 
Christian higher education. God affords us an opportunity to 
steward creation’s vast capacity for growth in knowledge 
and wisdom – in service of the Lord of learning. May God 
grant that our engagement in this mission reflects the grace 
and truth of the One who came as the Word made flesh. 
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God the Giver

Watch for it! 

The 2017 “Vocation” theme issue of Christian 
Higher Education: An International Journal 

of Research, Theory, and Practice will be 
made available in both printed and electronic 

versions in January. The contents consist of pre-
sentations made at the IAPCHE European 

regional conference held in April, 2016 on the 
theme “Challenging Vocation in Christian 

Higher Education.” The special issue highlights 
current European research, theory, and best 

practices related to this theme. IAPCHE mem-
bers will have access via their member account 

on our website.
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Plenary Speakers Announced for 3rd Biennial North American
Conference on “Internationalizing Christian Higher Education”

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, USA--IAPCHE and the Council for Independent College and Universities (CCCU) are pleased to 
announce the following two plenary speakers for the upcoming 3rd Biennial North American Regional Conference on 

Internationalizing Christian Higher Education: Learning to Listen, Listening to Learn which is scheduled for June 4-6, 2017.

4

N O R T H   A M E R I C A   R E G I O N A L   C O N F E R E N C E   c o n t ‘ d

Dr. Faith W. Ngunjiri

Dr. Faith Ngunjiri has a long-standing interest in the integration of faith, ethics, 
and leadership/work both personally and as a research interest. She has a doc-
torate in Leadership Studies from Bowling Green State University (2006), and is 
currently directing the Lorentzsen Center for Faith and Work and teaching Ethics 
and Leadership at Concordia College. Prior to her work at Concordia, Ngunjiri 
taught in the doctoral program in organizational leadership at Eastern University; 
as associate director of Ethics & Spirituality in the Workplace program at Yale 
Center for Faith and Culture; as a visiting Faculty at Indiana University-Purdue 
University; and in adjunct positions at University of St Francis, Regent University, 
and Indiana College of Technology. Dr. Ngunjiri is the co-editor of a series of 
books on women and leadership, author of Women’s Spiritual Leadership in 
Africa (SUNY, 2010), and coach with Global Leadership Development, LLC. Dr. 
Ngunjiri is a native of Kenya, and has lived in the United States since 2003.

Dr. Ruth Padilla Deborst

Dr. Ruth Padilla Deborst has been involved in leadership training, church and 
community development and theological education for several decades. A nar-
rative theologian, speaker, and teacher, she serves as a leader in several region-
al ministries: on the Board of the Latin American Theological Fellowship; the 
Networking Team of the International Fellowship of Mission as Transformation
(INFEMIT); the editorial team of Ediciones Certeza Unida; and as Vice-Rector 
Academic of Comunidad de Estudios Teológicos Interdisciplinarios (CETI). She 
also has served several terms as a Board member of IAPCHE representing the 
Latin America region.

As a missionary with Christian Reformed World Missions she first served in student 
ministry with the Comunidad Internacional de Estudiantes Evangélicos (IFES), next 
with Seeds of New Creation, a ministry that trains for and promotes holistic 
mission in El Salvador, and later with the Institute ProIntegral Education. Dr. 
Padilla DeBorst completed her doctoral degree in Missiology and Social Ethics at 
Boston University. Ruth lives with her husband, James, as part of Casa Adobe, an 
intentional Christian community in Costa Rica.

We are thrilled to be hosting Dr. Faith W. Ngunjiri and Dr. Ruth Padilla DeBorst, both of whom we believe can convey well our 
theme, Learning to Listen, Listening to Learn by articulating lessons from their own experiences, inspiring new ways of thinking, 
and informing participants of helpful strategies to bring home to their institutions.



Call for Proposals
For this conference we invite proposals that address ques-

tions such as these:

• What might North Americans educators learn from Christians 

elsewhere who have minority status and must deal constantly 

with rival faiths and pressure to conform?

• As we advise and teach students, what attitudes and skills cul-

tivate effective listening and help us bridge gaps in cultural 

and national identity?

• How can international institutional partnerships for higher edu-

cation be enhanced by listening to Christian scholars from 

many backgrounds and experiences?

• What can Protestants and Catholics teach one another about 

their global higher education pilgrimages?

• What might faculty and staff leaders learn from one another 

when they compare notes about reshaping undergraduate 

education across the liberal arts and applied fields?

• What might Christians learn from other religious traditions when 

we listen well to their perspectives on purpose and meaning 

across the world?

• What can we learn from hearing more about best practices of 

other institutions in the work of internationalizing Christian high-

er education?

The educational goal is to create spaces and places where 
student voices shape institutional responses; where those of 
either limited or greater means learn from each other; 
where social justice is a language of strategy and action; 
where North Americans hear and learn with and from the 
larger world of Christian witness through higher education. 
The conference conveners expect that this gathering will 
provide an important context for learning to listen and lis-
tening to learn among all who participate.

Session Formats
All sessions will be 90 minutes in length. 

Paper Sessions will typically consist of two presentations of 
30 minutes each plus 15 minutes for discussion, exploring 
diverse theoretical, philosophical, or practical aspects of 
the conference themes regarding learning and listening. 
Presentations will be grouped into sets of similar topics or 
approaches.

Panel Sessions are designed for 2-4 presenters and a mod-
erator to address aspects of a common topic (e.g. a partic-
ular program initiative or institutional/cultural challenge). 
Accounts of actual experiences or initiatives at a particular 
institution are encouraged.

Round Tables will provide an opportunity for up to three pre-
senters to make a more informal 30-minute presentation on 
a topic of their choice. 

Poster Sessions are designed to showcase research and 
scholarship, campus strategies, or programs in process relat-
ed to the conference theme. Posters will be presented 
simultaneously and will enable attendees to speak with the 
presenters on a one-on-one basis.  

How to Submit a Proposal
1. Create a Title Page with the following information:

Title of the Submission•

• Presentation Format — choose one: Paper Session, Round 
table, Panel Session, or Poster Session

• A 2-3 Sentence Description of your presentation which 
should not exceed 75 words in total. These will be used in 
the conference program. Presenter(s) - For EACH presen-
ter, list the following:

Full Name with Title•

University/Company/Organization and location•

• Email Address (all communication about the proposal 
will be sent via email) 

2. Email Your Proposal to conference@iapche.org

Deadline for Submission
All proposals must be submitted by January 31, 2017. 
Notifications of acceptance, rejection or requests for modi-
fication will be sent in February 2017. Note: There is a limit of 
one presentation per conference participant.
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Visit www.iapche.org/events/naconference to:
Stay updated on accommodations, travel•
logistics, and schedule
Read the full Call for Proposals•
Register on February 1, 2017•

www.iapche.org/events/naconference
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Isotopes Matter Project at The King’s Centre 
for Visualization in Science Generates 
International Buzz

EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA--To hear Dr. Peter Mahaffy 
recount the huge public splash made by King’s science 
scholars in the last few months is a reminder that the world in 
2016 is truly a small place. Thousands of hits, likes, and shares 
later, Dr. Mahaffy modestly ventures to call the explosion of 
attention “kind of viral.” 

The development of a new interactive periodic table of the 
elements and isotopes is big news
for scientists and science educa-
tors around the world. It was
launched on August 17 by the
King’s Centre for Visualization in
Science (KCVS) and the
International Union of Pure &
Applied Chemistry (IUPAC) at the
International Conference on
Chemistry Education in Kuching,
Malaysia.  Dr. Mahaffy is pictured
right speaking at the conference.

The phenomenal spread of the news has been online. Social 
media, blogs and magazines led the way, followed by major 
media outlets, in heralding the Isotopes Matter initiative. An 
open website that highlights the pervasive role of isotopes in 
modern life, it is aimed at students in high school or post-
secondary. It includes a free interactive electronic IUPAC 
periodic table displaying the many different features and 
applications of isotopes, along with supporting materials. 

Sally Mitchell, currently considered North America’s top high 
school science teacher, hailed the new digital periodic 
table as the end to “boring mathematical equations as the 
introduction to isotopes.” She is the Albert Einstein 
Distinguished Educator Fellow at the U.S. Energy 
Department’s Office of Science. 

The project helped to modernize the periodic table to better 
reflect improvements in technologies, says Dr. Martin, a pro-
fessor of physics, math and astronomy at King’s whose work 
at KCVS with Dr. Mahaffy and a supporting cast of under-
graduates started 11 years ago. 

Every summer, the pair works with four to six research assis-

tants, coming from a variety of disciplines including comput-
er science. The 2016 Team is pictured below. With youth on 
their side, the students “are not far removed from their own 
initial understanding of these concepts, of what a high 
school student might find confusing about isotopes,” says Dr. 
Mahaffy. 

He recalls how delightfully surprised and amazed internation-
al scientists and science educators were in Malaysia to learn 
that one member of the Isotopes Matter team was a first-
year undergraduate student. “The message that comes 
through is that King’s is a world leader in the visualization of 
science and in the effective use of undergraduate students 
in research. We know from our experience in science here, 
one of our distinguishing features is the extent to which 
undergraduate students get involved in research.” 

“At King’s we want to be part of the formative development
of young people. It’s so exciting to watch them go through 
that development, to gain confidence in their abilities, and 
to tackle really important challenges and make meaningful
contributions that are recognized,” Dr. Mahaffy says. 

Learn more at www.isotopesmatter.com and kcvs.ca. 
Article adapted from Connection, newsletter of The King’s 
University, Edmonton, Canada.
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Universidad Bíblica Latinoamericana Elects 
New Rector and Begins New Masters 
Program

SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA--On Monday, November 14, the 
General Assembly of the Universidad Biblica 
Latinoamericana (UBL) unanimously ratified Professor 
Elisabeth Cook as the new Rector of this institution for the

period 2017-2020.

Cook is a Presbyterian, born in 
Guatemala, the daughter of an 
Argentine father and an American 
mother. From a missionary family, 
she was raised in several countries in

Latin America. Her participation in the UBL began in 1990, 
thanks to the support of the Presbyterian Church of the 
United States (PCUSA), a church with which she has worked 
as a collaborator in mission.

During the last 26 years she has served as Coordinator of the 
Publications Department and as Administrator. She joined 
the faculty in 2005 after completing her Masters in Biblical 
Science. She was Director of the School of Biblical Science, 
and has been Academic Dean for the last four years. She is 
currently engaged in doctoral studies in Biblical Science at 
the University of Exeter, UK.

As one of her first projects as Rector, Ms. Cook traveled to 
Germany to participate in a planning meeting of a new 
Master in Religion and Conflict Transformation that will be 
sponsored by the EineWelt (One World) Mission of the 
Lutheran Church of Bavaria, Germany. This Joint Master 
degree will be accredited by the Lutheran University of 
Applied Sciences in Nuremberg and offered with the sup-
port of the
Theological
Seminary of
Malaysia,
Tulmaini
Makumira
University in Tanzania and the UBL in Costa Rica. It is expect-
ed that this program will be offered starting 2018; English will 
be an indispensable requirement and the program will be 
open to people from churches working in the areas of con-
flict resolution, interculturality and interreligious dialogue.

These actions of networking and academic management 
are part of the objectives and priorities of the new Rector, in

light of current educational demands and trends. 

UPOLI seeks support for Library Construction

MANAGUA, NICARAGUA--The Polytechnic University of 
Nicaragua (UPOLI) invites IAPCHE members to spread the 
word and join its national and international fund raising 
campaign to support construction of the UPOLI University 
Technological Library.

On completion, the modern library 
will provide a vital resource to
Nicaraguan students necessary in 
today’s complex and fast-moving 
world: access to worldwide digital
databases, books, journals, articles and newspapers as well 
as connections with partner universities. Funds are also 
required for the purchase of computers, internet access ser-
vice and appropriate furnishings.

Plans call for a two storey building, designed to complement 
the existing library.  The first floor of 380 square meters will 
feature a meeting area large enough to accommodate 
gatherings of 120 students at one time.  The second floor, 
with a proposed extension of 700 square meters, will accom-
modate 240 students.  A timeframe of 18 months is the goal 
for first floor completion once construction begins.

Completion of the library will enhance the institution’s pro-
posal for university accreditation, an additional bonus for 
students.  UPOLI plans to make this new facility available for 
use by the community.

In the interest of furthering educational excellence and 
opportunities for its students and in turn, Nicaragua, UPOLI 
appreciates all donations for this project, Opening 
Worldwide Educational Opportunities for Nicaraguan 
Students.  

UPOLI was founded in 1967 by the Baptist Convention of 
Nicaragua.  Throughout its 50 year history, it has endorsed 
the culture of peace and spirit of entrepreneurialism.  The 
university is committed to the growth and development of 
Nicaragua through human development and its promotion 
of ecological, economic, scientific, social and cultural pro-
grams.

Donations may be made by etransfer to a US bank. Please 
contact us for details: Mrs. Genia Clarke at
genia.clarke@internationalministries.org.
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PLENARY SPEAKERS
Dr. Sidney Rooy and Dr. C. René Padilla will be the keynote speakers. 

Dr. Rooy is a historian of the Church, writer, as well as founder and advisor
of IAPCHE in Latin America. 

Dr. Padilla is a theologian, founder of the LATF/FTL, writer, and renowned
Latin American thinker. He is credited with having influenced a more
holistic perspective on mission in the evangelical Protestant milieu world-
wide. 

Dr. Rooy will give the opening address for the consultation, and Dr.
Padilla will present the lecture "The Legacy of the Reformation in Latin
America: Risks, Challenges and Opportunities", during an Open Forum for
the churches and the general public. 
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THEME
The theme of the 6th Consultation of IAPCHE Latin America will be,
"Where is Protestantism in Latin America going? A multidisciplinary and
prospective vision at the 500th anniversary the Reformation.”

Upon the completion of the Quincentennial fo the Reformation, what is
the state of Latin American Protestantism in its evolutionary process?
What is the significance of its presence in the religious, social, cultural,
economic, and political transformation of Latin America? Will Latin
America receive the best of Protestantism and its historical contributions?
After 500 years since its emergence and advancement, what is the signfi-
cance of its presence in the region? What obstacles have occurred and
continue to occur, or what new factors have arisen in the context or
within Protestantism itself? 

The Consultation aims to provide a multidisciplinary approach and a
more integrated vision of God’s people’s missionary challenges in the
continent, in view of the wider achievements of Protestant heritage, for
the blessing of our nations.

The 6th Consultation of IAPCHE Latin America on

Where is Protestantism in Latin America Going? A multidisciplinary and
prospective vision at the 500th anniversary of the Reformation

Will Be Held in Peru in July 2017

Dr. René Padilla

Dr. Sidney Rooy



Contact • December 2016

PANEL INFORMATION
There will be specialized panels in different disciplines: 
Humanities (Theology, Missiology, History), Social Sciences 
(Political Science, Economics, Sociology, Anthropology, 
Social Psychology), Education (Basic and Higher, 
Theological), Communications, Literature and Arts, all of 
these also with the participation of recognized Latin 
American speakers in each discipline, amongst them: 
Edesio Sánchez, Pedro Arana, Darío López, Ruth Padilla 
DeBorst, Nicolás Panotto, Tomás Gutierrez, Carlos 
Mondragón, Ruben Paredes, Nina Balmaceda, José 
Alcántara and others. Renowned speakers within the coun-
try such as Victor Arroyo, Milton Guerrero, Donald Smith, 
Juan Fonseca, René Castro and others will also participate.

Some of the themes in these panels are: 

• The Reformation as Theological epistemology ("semper refor-
manda est")

Coloniality and Decolonization of Protestant thought•

Protestant thinking and social change in Latin America•

• Contrasts between Protestantism - Catholicism in the two 
Americas (North / South): Economic and Social Development 
spheres

• Protestant ecclesiological traditions and the construction of 
indigenous identities

• Latin American society, poverty and inequality: Protestant 
alternative?

• Re-evaluating the Protestant educational contribution in the 
region

• Protestantism, communications and publications in Latin 
America

• What about Protestantism in the field of Arts and Literature with 
socio-cultural incidence in Latin America?

All this rich reflection will be published as a contribution to 
the world-wide reflection that is being generated by this 
special historical anniversary.

In addition, there will be a space for presentation of ongo-
ing research linked to specific contributions of the Protestant 
sector to social development of the region. For those con-
cerned about this aspect, or those interested in attending 
the consultation, please contact the Regional Director, Dr. H. 
Fernando Bullon, at hfbullon@gmail.com. Dr. Bullon will have 
more details of the program, and indications about the 
registration process and respective costs. 

Students from Universidad Bethesda of Bolivia 
Help in Local Census

SANTA CRUZ DE LA SIERRA, BOLIVIA--More than 50 students 
from the Universidad Bethesda (UNIBETH) Social Work
Program will serve 
as pollsters during 
the Census of the
Elderly and Persons
with Different
Capabilities in the
Municipality of La
Guardia, Santa Cruz
de la Sierra, Bolivia.
The census is carried out with the objective of generating an 
updated database that will facilitate the development of 
public policies for the benefit of the most needy. It is coordi-
nated by the Municipal Autonomous Government of La 
Guardia, through its Secretary of Human Development.

UNIBETH is promoted by the Assemblies of God Church of 
Korea and was founded in 2005, offering degrees in 
Theology, Social Work, Social Communication and 
Computer Engineering. The Rector, Eng. Luis Zeballos, says, 
“Poverty and corruption are two of Bolivia’s biggest prob-
lems. Bethesda University contributes to the solution of these 
problems: first, by forming educated, competent and com-
mitted professionals, for there are no educated people who 
remain in poverty. Secondly, forming professionals with bibli-
cal principles and values  will encourage private and public 
ethical behavior.”
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QUICK FACTS
Dates: July 3-7, 2017

Location: Lima, Peru

Co-sponsors: Comunidad de Estudios Teológicos
Interdisciplinarios (CETI) & the Latin American
Theological Fellowship (LATF/FTL)

Plenary Speakers: Dr. René Padilla and Dr. Sidney Rooy

Prior Consultation: San José, Costa Rica, 2014

More Information: Contact H. Fernando Bullón, IAPCHE
Regional Director in Latin America, hfbullon@gmail.com

http://iapche.org/events/iapche-latin-america-

http://iapche.org/events/iapche-latin-america-aipesc-6th-consultation
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Handong Global University Provided Global 
Entrepreneurship Training with 27 Future 
Leaders of Developing Countries

POHANG, REPUBLIC OF KOREA--From October 31 to 
November 4, 2016, Handong Global University (HGU) hosted 
the Global Entrepreneurship Training (GET) at headquarters.

The 55 participants included government officials, entrepre-
neurs, and students from 27 developing countries. 
Researchers, coordinators, and student research assistants 
worked together in the five days of the conference. 

GET is a program to provide practical human talents in 
developing countries after the designation of HGU as a uni-
versity of UNESCO University Twinning and Networking
(UNITWIN) in 2007. As of today, 2,600 graduates have 
emerged in Korea, Kenya, Ghana, Laos, and Peru. The pro-
gram sought to bring awareness to the reforms necessary to 
strengthen sustainable development competency and nur-
ture economic development leaders and international 
entrepreneurship ventures in developing countries.

This program consisted of lectures by professors and experts 
of related institutions. Practice through small group gather-
ings were done in the afternoons. During the evening, pre-
sentations on business plans were delivered and reviewed 
by judges. On November 4, the last day of the program, the 
business proposal competition was held.

According to President Soon-Heung Chang, “I look forward 
to learning that the participants of each country will learn 
entrepreneurship and establish a global network with differ-
ent countries through the GET program. This will contribute to 
the ongoing circle of the local economy.”

The International Reformed Theological 
Institute to Host 12th Biennial Conference in 
Hong Kong

The International Reformed Theological Institute (IRTI), a joint 
initiative of VU University Amsterdam and the Protestant 
Theological University in the Netherlands will host the twelfth 
biennial international conference of the International 
Reformed Theological Institute in Hong Kong.

The theme of the conference will be “Public Theology in 
Plural Contexts.” The aim of the IRTI Conference 2017 is to 
reflect on and to contribute to dealing constructively with 
religious, economic, social, cultural and ethnic plurality in 
different contexts from the perspective of the Reformed tra-
dition as a source of public theology.

The following theologians will be offering a keynote lecture 
during the conference:

• Dr. Zhibin Xie, Professor of Christian Philosophy and Ethics, 

Department of Philosophy, Tongji University, Shanghai, China

• Dr. Carver Yu, Abundant Grace Distinguished Professor and 

Emeritus President of China Graduate School of Theology, 

Hong Kong, China

• Dr. Mery Kolimon, Lecturer in Contextual Theology at the 

Theological Faculty of Artha Wacana Christian University, 

Kupang, East Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia

• Dr. Stephen Tong, Evangelist and Teacher Reformed 

Evangelical Church of Jakarta, Indonesia

• Dr. Tinyiko Maluleke, Professor in African Spirituality and Culture 

at the Faculty of Theology of the University of Pretoria, South 

Africa

• Dr. Richard Mouw, Professor of Faith and Public Life and 

Emeritus President of Fuller Theological Seminary, USA

Interested individuals may find the call for papers on https://
www.pthu.nl/irti/irti_conference_2017/ or on
www.iapche.org/events. The deadline to submit proposals is 
February 1, 2017. 

https://www.pthu.nl/irti/irti_conference_2017/
www.iapche.org/events


North-West University Celebrates 50 Years of 
Nursing Program

POTCHEFSTROOM, SOUTH AFRICA—“It´s not every day that a 
School turns 50 years old. Not only 50 years of existence, but 
50 years of providing quality education.” said North-West 
University´s (NWU´s) vice-chancellor, Prof Dan Kgwadi, at

the School of Nursing´s 
half-century celebration 
event. 

The school has, over the 
past years, trained hun-
dreds of nurses by means 
of contact sessions and 
distance learning pro-

grams. Elsabe Bornman, the acting director of the school, 
said she often hears compliments from the private and pub-
lic sectors for the good quality of nurses the NWU offers the 
market. Said Borman at the celebration event, “We are a 
team of great and talented academics who are very proud 
of our final products. Congratulations to the School of
Nursing´s huge milestone. My wish for the next 50 years is 
that we will take the school to even greater heights and 
continue to serve the community with quality and excel-
lence.”

Guests shared in the celebrations at Crista Galli in 
Potchefstroom. Several staff members were honored with 
awards for their contributions in this School. IAPCHE sends 
congratulations to North-West University for this impressive 
milestone!

CSUC to Embark on Student Exchange 
Program With Baekseok University in Korea

KUMASI, GHANA-- Christian Service University College 
(CSUC) is embarking on a collaborative program with 
Baekseok University (BU) of Korea in the area of student

exchange.

This collaboration is 
borne out of 
IAPCHE’s interna-
tional conference in 
which the President 
of CSUC, Prof. Sam 
Afrane, and two 
other members of 
staff participated at 
BU in June 2016.

Pictured above left are Prof. Dr. John B. Kim of BU and 
Prof. Sam Afrane of CSUC at this conference.

According to the University, students on the program would 
have to study Korean language in order to acclimatize to 
the Korean educational system. This would also enable them 
obtain some form of employment during the course of their 
studies.

Additionally, students would have the opportunity to make 
good Korean friends and they can participate in the 
exchange program at no significant cost.

Prof. Sam Afrane (pictured 
right) indicated that the 
exchange program would 
enable the two universities 
to forge stronger ties in the 
areas of sharing Christian 
values as well as strength-
ening relationships in the 
area of research and ped-
agogy.

According to the Senior Assistant Registrar of Academic and 
Student Affairs Unit of CSUC, Mrs. Cecilia Boakye Botwe, the 
exchange program would afford selected CSUC students 
the much need exposure in international contexts.
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Christian Service University College The First 
University in West Africa to Offer Master of 
Science Degree in Monitoring and Evaluation

KUMASI, GHANA--Students at Christian Service University 
College (CSUC) will now
be competitive for posi-
tions in organizations
and businesses looking 
to upgrade their moni-
toring and evaluation.
The elite Master of
Science Degree pro-
gram in Monitoring and
Evaluation (M&E) is the
first of its kind to be launched by any university within the 
West African sub region.

According to the Head of the Department of Planning and 
Development of the CSUC Mr. Paul Kitson B. Asamoah, with 
Ghana’s increasing reliance on international bodies and 
donor agencies for funds and other forms of support to pro-
pel development plans, programs and projects, there is the 
need to train high caliber professionals at the post graduate 
level in monitoring and evaluation.

“In depth knowledge in monitoring and evaluation is scant
and is in bits. It is not comprehensive. And where organiza-
tions need personnel with comprehensive knowledge and 
skills in M&E, they often spend thousands of dollars to send
them abroad to receive training,” said Mr. Asamoah.

“The initiative of the CSUC President Prof. Sam Afrane in 
bringing this program to your doorstep is commendable and 
becomes a better and more cost effective means of 
obtaining quality education and training in M&E,” added Mr. 
Asamoah.

The Program which has both theoretical and practical com-
ponents, is hands on with 12 months intensive course work 
and research components as well as an extra three months 
for dissertation.

The program targets officials of various government min-
istries, departments, metropolitan, municipal and district 
assemblies. It also targets media organizations, local and for-
eign non-governmental organizations. For young graduate 
seeking to apply, they require a minimum of two years work-
ing experience exclusive of national service.

Melchisedec Graduate Bible Academy Holds 
Convocation/Matriculation Ceremony

LAGOS, NIGERIA—On November 19, 2016 Melchisedec 
Graduate Bible Academy (MELBAC) hosted its annual 
Convocation/Matriculation Ceremony to honor its 
esteemed graduates.

Speaking at the event was guest of honor, Bishop Chukwudi 
Ezeobele, the Presiding Bishop of God’s Time Assembly in 
Atlanta, Georgia. Another honored guest was Professor Feyi-
Sobanjo Olufeyisan Taiwo, head of the African Regional

Office, International Professional 
Managers Association of United 
Kingdom.

In a message of well-wishes to 
graduates President of MELBAC, 
Apostle John Daniel (pictured

above), wrote, “May your knowledge and passion for the 
Kingdom of God bring transformation into the lives of 
many. . . May all your efforts and labor of love toward the 
work of the ministry be engraced with favor and mercies 
from the Most High.”
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New Leadership at Association for Christian 
Philosophy in the Netherlands

AMERSFOORT, NETHERLANDS--The Board of the Association
for Christian Philosophy has 
Appointed Dr. Sander Luitwieler as 
Director. He succeeds Hilly van de 
Streek, who held the position for 
almost ten years. 

Dr. Luitwieler (pictured left) studied 
Political Science at Leiden University 
and obtained his Ph.D. in 2009 with 
a thesis on the influence of the 
Netherlands during negotiations in

the European Union. In 2012, he completed a Master’s 
degree in “Christian Studies of Science and Society” at Vrije 
University in Amsterdam. He is also affiliated as a Research 
Fellow with the Institute of Leadership and Social Ethics (ILSE) 
of the Evangelical Theological Faculty (ETF) in Leuven, 
Belgium. He has written several publications from a Christian-
philosophical approach.

Liverpool Hope Rated as a Top University in 
the United Kingdom For Teaching Excellence 
and Student Experience

LIVERPOOL, UNITED KINGDOM--Liverpool Hope University has 
been recognized as one of the top universities in the UK for 
teaching excellence and student experience by The Times 
and The Sunday Times Good University Guide 2017.

The Guide names Liverpool Hope University 2nd in the UK for 
teaching excellence and 1st in the North West for teaching 
excellence and student experience.

Liverpool Hope is the only ecumenical university foundation 
in Europe, and places a strong emphasis on individual stu-
dent care. Its priorities are student satisfaction and employa-
bility, and 'taking faith seriously' is among its five key values.   

Professor Gerald 
Pillay, Vice 
Chancellor and 
Rector of Liverpool 
Hope University said:

“As we look forward 
to welcoming our new and returning students, these results 
show how focused teaching and research, and a commit-
ment to knowing our students one by one, is a model for

success. It is also great news for the city to have two 
Liverpool-based universities within the top 50 in the UK for 
the first time. I am very pleased that the excellent work of 
our staff is now gaining public recognition.”

The authors of The Times and The Sunday Times Good 
University Guide 2017 said: “These outstanding results, deliv-
ered by final year students, are the product of a student-
focused regime at the modern university which guarantees 
small-group tutorials with a named tutor each week and 
that all the teaching delivered should be informed by 
research.”

LCC International University in Lithuania and 
Samford University in U.S.A. To Host 
Conference on Health and Human Flourishing

KLAIPEDA, LITHUANIA--LCC International University, a Christian 
University in Klaipeda, Lithuania, and Samford University 
College of Health Sciences, Birmingham, Alabama, U.S.A., 
are pleased to issue a call-for-papers for the international 
academic conference “Health and Human Flourishing: 
Multidisciplinary Perspectives.” 

They invite papers from multiple disciplines: perspectives that 
define/explore, measure/assess, or address/treat issues of 
health and human flourishing. They welcome interdiscipli-
nary and interprofessional scholarship. For this conference 
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they recognize a broad definition of HEALTH — in its senses 
as: physical; mental; environmental; aesthetic; linguistic; 
economic, spiritual; religious; social; and/or political. 

How do you know if you are flourishing or just getting by?•

• How do we determine the standards for happiness, welfare,

health, and well-being across the different strata of modern

life?

• Who decides what constitutes human flourishing, and in what

contexts?

• Is health simply equivalent to the absence of disease or

decay? Or, is health more closely linked to greater goals of

happiness, welfare, and well-being?

• How do health and human flourishing relate in our lives, activi-

ties, choices and beliefs?

• How can various disciplines and professions work together to

promote health and human flourishing in an increasingly com-

plex world?

Protestant Theological University to Host 
International Conference in April 2017

GRONINGEN, NETHERLANDS--The Protestant Theological 
University (PThU) will host an international conference in 
Groningen from April 24-26, 2017. Information on the confer-
ence can be found at www.pthu.nl/international-confer-
ence/. The theme is detailed below:

God is risen again from the dead after having been proclaimed 

dead by Nietzsche and after the razing impact of secularization on 

religious institutions and society. At the same time, our global society 

seems to succumb to different understandings of the risen God and 

of current religions. Perhaps more than ever religion dominates the 

news, while people in astonishing numbers revert to God and reli-

gion, be it as a postmodern 'soft' power, as a traditional stronghold, 

or even as a destructive power that inevitably excludes, destroys, 

enslaves and sows hatred. All the more so, religion is locked in 

ambivalence in our days.

Quite naturally, theologians also undertake a new quest for God 

again in their desire to serve the resilience of society. And as in the 

old days, they take different positions in their reflection on the resur-

rected God. Many search for a weak power ‘God after God’ that 

irresistibly reveals itself as love, compassion, liberty and cohesion. 

Others reexamine new and fresh understandings of the ancient 

God of venerable and esteemed traditions.

Scholars are invited to submit papers in one of three areas:
(1) What is going on with God? (2) How do we arrive at a 
resilience-promoting God? (3) How can we redefine the 
academic statute of theology? The deadline for paper sub-
missions is December 31, 2016. Scholars and PhD-students 
are also offered the possibility to present a poster in the 
Marketplace sessions of the International Conference and 
are therefore invited to submit a poster proposal. The dead-
line for poster proposals is January 15, 2017. See
www.pthu.nl/international-conference/call_for_papers/

Keynote speakers at the conference will be: 

(1) Laurel C. Schneider, Professor of Religious Studies, Religion, 
and Culture at Vanderbilt University (USA)

(2) Katharine Sarah Moody, Research Associate, Philosophy of 
Religion at University of Liverpool (U.K.)

(3) Gerd Theissen, Professor Emeritus, New Testament Studies at 
University of Heidelberg (Germany)

(4) Gemma Tulud Cruz, Research Associate, Catholic Thought 
and Practice at Australian Catholic University (Australia)
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Quick Facts
Dates: March 23-25, 2017

Location: LCC International University, Klaipeda, 
Lithuania

Co-sponsors: LCC International University & 
Samford University

Theme: Health and Human Flourishing: 
Multidisciplinary Perspectives

Call for Papers: Visit http://www.lcc.lt/academic-

conference/ 

Abstract Submissions Due: Dec. 15, 2016 

More Information:

• Academic Division assistant( for general inquires):

aagafonova@lcc.lt

• Research council ( to submit an abstract):
lccaac@lcc.lt

http://www.lcc.lt/academic-conference/•

www.pthu.nl/international-conference/
www.pthu.nl/international-conference/
www.pthu.nl/international-conference/call_for_papers/


Contact • December 2016

Tracing the Lines: Spiritual Exercise and the Gesture of
Christian Scholarship is an unusually good, genial,
provocative, and brave book.  Robert Sweetman, who holds
the H. Evan Runner chair of the History of Philosophy at
the Institute for Christian Studies in Toronto, bares a
believing heart as well as a fertile intelligence to proffer a
new way to understand Christian scholarship. If you read
this book with patient attention, it will change your idea of
how to conceive and practice professional scholarly study if
you desire be a follower of Jesus Christ. At the same time,
Sweetman’s reflections offer historical insight and philo-
sophical wisdom which can attract any educated person, of
whatever commitment.

Sweetman has a conversational knowledge and command
of the history of thought from Plato and Aristotle through
Thomas Aquinas down to Derrida and Wolterstorff. While
the footnotes display his mastery of the material, the main
text is jargon-free and has verve.  It read for me like an
exciting detective story:  “Christian scholarship”--
Whodunit?  Did Gilson improve on Bonaventure’s contri-
bution?  How does Alvin Plantinga stack up against
Herman Dooyeweerd?  Did John Paul II with the fides et
ratio encyclical (September 1998) grab the brass ring?

Sweetman’s point of departure is that the life of a Christian
will be marked in some visible way by Christ-following. If
one’s Christ-following life is a scholarly life, “it is reason-
able to expect that the scholarship itself will bear a Christ-
following mark” (1). But current considerations of
Christian scholarship are limited in at least three ways. The
first is “disciplinary narrowness;” the discussion has limited
appeal outside the humanities. Second, interest in Christian
scholarship is mostly restricted to faith-based environ-
ments, with limited relevance to the great many Christ-fol-
lowing academics who work in pluralist/secular contexts.
And third, there is a preference for “distinctions over con-
nections” such that the distinctions between differing

approaches are often posited as exclusions. While acknowl-
edging the many legitimate differences in accounts of
Christian scholarship, Sweetman pleads for “an eye for the
unity equally expressed in and through those differences”
(6). Christian scholarship, he suggests, can be thought of as
folk recipes for a particular dish; such recipes differ accord-
ing to the habits and predilections of the cook. Yet there is
a recognizable unity in what the cooks create.  

To illustrate the unity-in-difference in Christian scholarship
Sweetman provides a brilliant, intriguing hopscotch sketch
of what has passed for “Christian philosophy” in Western
civilization out of the matrix of Justin Martyr (second cen-
tury AD) and the African St. Augustine (354-430 AD).
Their core legacy, Sweetman maintains, is that “Christian
scholarship is thinking in line with the scriptures in their
witness to divine revelation” (22, 36). Further, Christian
scholarship is never the end or telos of human activity, but
is always a means toward loving God, self, neighbour, and
the creation (36).  

These traits of intentional alignment with Scripture and of
being an on-going, intermediate offering of thought, posits
Sweetman, are common to all different varieties of
Christian scholarship (37).  He concludes that “Christian
scholarship always emerges out of what is prior and deeper
than itself” (36). It is “always provisional” (36), and “must
be judged by its fruits” (37).

With this foundational template in hand Sweetman delin-
eates three basic patterns of Christian scholarship that
reflect these traits with a good measure of internal integrali-
ty:  

(1) Complementarist: the thought tradition of
Bonaventure, Etienne Gilson, and John Paul II, where faith-
filled theology complements and regulates parameters for
other faith-directed disciplines.

(2) Integrationist: the tack of Alvin Plantinga and George
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Book Review of Robert Sweetman’s 
Tracing the Lines: Spiritual Exercise and the Gesture of

Christian Scholarship
Wipf and Stock, August 2016

By Calvin Seerveld, Institute for Christian Studies, Toronto
(adapted by Harry Fernhout from a talk given by Seerveld at a book launch in Toronto, October 2016)
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Marsden, where “Common Grace” allows non-God-con-
fessing thinkers to produce valuable knowledge on God,
humans and the world (101), but where faith-filled scholars
can generate – for all academic disciplines - an apologetics,
a philosophical theology, and positive Christian cultural cri-
tique that refutes non-theistic and anti-Realist dogmas that
are contrary to Christian assumptions (39,71-72,102). 

(3)  Holistic: a stance exemplified in our day by Herman
Dooyeweerd, H. Evan Runner, and Sweetman himself,
which “places at the very center of Christian scholarship an
awareness of all academic life as a schooled reflection upon
the creation within the context of the spiritual antithesis of
sin and Grace” (39,102), and is therefore deeply self-criti-
cal of its own struggles to be wise rather than foolish, as
well as sensitive to the myopia of a secularist ethos that
scoffs at the very idea of Christian scholarship. Sweetman
cites Nicholas Wolterstorff as another holistic thinker who
has significantly shaped his own perspective. 

The wonderful surprise of Tracing the Lines occurs in the
last half of the book. Sweetman elaborates his contention
that “whether one is considering accounts of Christian dis-
tinctiveness that emerge from complementarist, integra-
tionist, or holistic notions of Christian scholarly integrity,
they all employ a common conceptual figure arising from a
shared intellectual history and deeply ingrained discursive
habits” (9). “Distinctiveness” is almost always accounted
for in an Aristotelian way; scholarship is understood as a
genus of human activity that encompasses many species or
kinds, of which one is properly “Christian.” The result is
endless disputes about what the differentium be, and who, if
anyone, has a corner on its quality (118-119). Sweetman
invites his readers to new ways of thinking about Christian
scholarship. He suggests that “we identify the integrality of
Christian scholarship with its animating spirit or ethos”
rather than the distinctiveness of its methods and claims.
He calls for a “differently imagined root-metaphor: an
image of scholarship as the work produced by scholars and
scholarly communities self-consciously attuned to the shape
of their hearts” (10). Let every person self-consciously
examine (a “spiritual exercise”) and confess the configura-
tion and spirit of their own underlying, committed, cease-
lessly on-going becoming heart formed by both their indi-
vidual biblical understanding and their inhabited communal
perspective on life (120-121).

Fruitful about this unusual task would be a culture of non-
partisan mutual discernment by everyone intent upon pro-
ducing Christian scholarship--“Is the spirit and ethos of my

scholarly work truly breathing the call, the comfort and
warning, of God’s Holy Spirit” (123)? Such a personal
heart-deep concern as entry point for sharing the nature and
fruits of Christian scholarship will be able to humbly with-
stand the temptation to one-upmanship, soften the intellec-
tualism of defining logically, definitively, what is and what
is not precisely “Christian” thinking, and encourage an
imaginative, neighbourly embracement of multiple human
efforts to be an obedient child of God in one’s scholarship.

Fundamental to Sweetman’s brief for the adventure of
doing Christian scholarship is the conviction that nobody
and no scholarly result is ever totally fixed and pure, world
without end.  A primary spiritual exercise for Christian
scholars is to adopt a pervasive foundational “creation-fall-
redemption” orientation: an apriori expectation that there is
a mixture of gracious good and cursed evil infecting every-
thing (144-145). Both followers of Jesus Christ and disbe-
lievers see like a Cubist’s painterly eye different jarring
features of our common diamond of a wonder-filled created
world (148-149). And all human endeavors, including
scholarship attuned to our hearts, betrays astigmatism.
Certain emphases are insisted upon, and other matters are
inadvertently or purposely neglected or left out (150).

Given this ambiguity of good and evil in things at large,
Sweetman does not adopt a hermeneutics of suspicion.  Of
course one must sift and judge scholarly accounts (148),
but at the same time remain “trusting, hopeful and love-
struck.”  We should cultivate “an eye for aboriginal good-
ness at play even in the presence of evil, an eye for the sor-
rows to be found even in life’s relative bliss, an eye for the
advent of surprise hidden even within our world’s most sta-
ble and pedestrian features “(145). He goes on to claim that
for us to adopt a truly gracious humility, we should receive
the world as perduring mystery, so that in scholarship “even
to be right is to be almost wrong and even to be wrong is to
be almost right” (152).  This is Sweetman’s thesis because,
he testifies, “peacemaker” defines the shape of his
Christian heart; “the God whom we meet in Jesus of
Nazareth is a peacemaker” (153-154).

Tracing the Lines is a game-changing book for discussing
“Christian scholarship.”  My hope is that the testimony of
this learned peacemaker and a would-be picaresque truth-
teller will encourage other scholars to come out of their
closets and beat their arguments into festive, conversational
confessional ploughshares.
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From Bubble to Bridge: Educating 
Christians for a Multifaith World 
By Marion H. Larson and Sara L. H. 
Shady; Foreword by Eboo Patel 
IVP Academic, January 2017

In a world of deep religious strife 
and increasing pluralism it can 
seem safer to remain inside the
"bubble" of our faith community. 
Christian college campuses in par-
ticular provide a strong social bub-
ble that reinforces one's faith iden-
tity in distinction from the wider

society. Many Christians worry that engaging in interfaith 
dialogue will require watering down their faith and accept-
ing other religions as equally true.

Bethel University professors Marion Larson and Sara Shady 
not only make the case that we can love our religious 
neighbors without diluting our commitment, but also offer 
practical wisdom and ideas for turning our faith bubbles into 
bridges of religious inclusion and interfaith engagement. 
Drawing on the parables of Jesus, research on interreligious 
dialogue, and their own classroom experience, Larson and 
Shady provide readers with the tools they need to move 
beyond the bubble.

Interfaith dialogue is difficult, and From Bubble to Bridge is 
the timely guide we have been waiting for.

The Believing Scientist: Essays on 
Science and Religion
By Stephen M. Barr 
Eerdmans, November 2016

Both an accomplished theoretical 
physicist and a faithful Catholic, 
Stephen Barr in this book address-
es a wide range of questions 
about the relationship between 
science and religion, providing a 
beautiful picture of how they can 
coexist in harmony.

In his first essay, "Retelling the Story of Science," Barr chal-
lenges the widely held idea that there is an inherent conflict 
between science and religion. He goes on to analyze such 
topics as the quantum creation of universes from nothing, 
the multiverse, the Intelligent Design movement, and the 
implications of neuroscience for the reality of the soul.

Including reviews of highly influential books by such figures 
as Edward O. Wilson, Richard Dawkins, Stephen Jay Gould, 
Francis S. Collins, Michael Behe, and Thomas Nagel, The 
Believing Scientist helpfully engages pressing questions that

often vex religious believers who wish to engage with the 
world of science.

When Helping Heals
By Tracy Kuperus and Roland 
Hoksbergen
Calvin College Press, January 2017 

Is it possible to work in international 
development without hurting those 
we are trying to help?

Over the last few decades, evan-
gelical Christians in the United 
States have moved from an open 
embrace of development work 
(e.g. short term missions, poverty

alleviation strategies like microenterprise, child sponsorship) 
to a more critical assessment (e.g. When Helping Hurts, 
Serving with Eyes Wide Open, Poverty Inc.).

These strategic shifts are not new. Scholars writing within the 
field of international development have entertained these 
debates for quite some time, but evangelical Christians 
have recently gotten very interested in the conversation. 
The problem is that the two sides in the debate do not cap-
ture well the reality or the prospects of international devel-
opment.

In this Calvin Short, Roland Hoksbergen and Tracy Kuperus 
review the field of international development from both sec-
ular and Christian perspectives. They explain why this 
debate has developed and then provide a more balanced 
picture. A core theme is that development work should and 
can be done, but it must be done wisely and well if it is to 
be truly constructive.

Does the Reformation Still Matter?
By Karin Maag
Calvin College Press, December
2016

This book offers a concise and 
highly-readable explanation of the 
dramatic changes that took place 
during the Reformation and helps 
readers understand the deeper 
impact of the Reformation beyond 
its own time period. Changes in 
theology and in worship, Christians’

views of themselves. Early modern Christians had to rethink 
their relationship with God and with other Christians based 
on these new realities. As contemporary Christians grasp the 
Reformation’s dramatic impact in its own time, they will find 
resources for understanding and responding to challenges 
and conflicts today.
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Joining the Mission: A Guide for 
(Mainly) New College Faculty 
By Susan Vanzanten Eerdmans, 
February 2011

Joining the Mission is a helpful 
guide for new (and experienced) 
faculty at religious colleges and 
universities. Susan VanZanten here 
provides an orientation to the 
world of Christian higher educa-
tion and an introduction to the 
academic profession of teaching,

scholarship, and service, with a special emphasis on oppor-
tunities and challenges common to "mission-driven" institu-
tions. 

From designing a syllabus to dealing with problem students, 
from working with committees to achieving a balanced life, 
VanZanten's guidebook will help faculty across the disci-
plines -- Art to Zoology and every subject between -- under-
stand better what it means to pursue faithfully a vocation as 
professor.

On the Church
By Abraham Kuyper
Acton Institute and Lexham Press, 
October 2016

On the Church contains seven of 
Abraham Kuyper’s essential works 
on the church as it relates to its 
surrounding culture. Here, the 
great pastor, theologian, and 
politician lays out the vital mission 
of the church in the world. These 
essays call today’s Christians to

recapture the true calling of the worldwide church: It must 
be a living and life-giving, yet organized and established, 
church, neither bound to earthly institutions nor escaping 
the world for a heavenly home.

This book is part of a 12-volume project undertaken by the 
Abraham Kuyper Translation Society under the theme of 
Collected Works in Public Theology. This multivolume series 
collects in English translation Kuyper’s writings and speeches 
from a variety of genres and contexts in his work as a the-
ologian and statesman. In almost all cases, this set contains 
original works that have never before been translated into 
English.  This state-of-the-art reference collection addresses 
the major themes, theories and key concepts related to 
higher education policy and governance on an internation-
al scale in one accessible volume.

Christian Philosophy: A Systematic 
and Narrative Introduction
By Craig G. Bartholomew, Michael 
W. Goheen
Baker Publishing, October 2013

This third book in a series of suc-
cessful introductory textbooks by 
Craig Bartholomew and Michael 
Goheen builds on their previous 
projects, The Drama of Scripture 
and Living at the Crossroads, to
offer a comprehensive narrative 
of philosophical thought from a

distinctly Christian perspective.

After exploring the interaction among Scripture, worldview, 
theology, and philosophy, the authors tell the story of philos-
ophy from ancient Greece through postmodern times, posi-
tioning the philosophers in their historical contexts and pro-
viding Christian critique along the way. The authors empha-
size the Reformed philosophical tradition without neglecting 
other historical trajectories and show how philosophical 
thought relates to contemporary life.

The Cruciform Faculty
The Making of a Christian Professor 
By Mark H. Heinemann; James R. 
Estep; Mark A. Maddix, Octavio J. 
Esqueda
Information Age Publishing, 2016

How do Christian higher education 
institutions orient new faculty mem-
bers to their role on a Christian 
campus? How do they lead facul-
ty members toward a deeper 
understanding of the Christian

dimension of their place in higher education? Bible 
Colleges, Christian Universities, and Seminaries need a 
resource that can be provided to faculty members or be 
used in faculty development discussions.

This book is designed to serve as just such a resource. It pro-
vides a clear and concise portrait of the general role of fac-
ulty from a distinctively evangelical Christian perspective. 
We use the metanarrative of being formed by the cross to 
describe the “cruciform” role of professors as teachers in the 
classroom, mentors to the students, scholars within the 
academy, and servants of the church and community. Each 
chapter will have personal and group reflection ques-tions 
and exercises to aid in application.

B O O K S *

Contact • December 2016 19



CONTACT
    Contact is the official newsletter of the International Association for the 
Promotion of Christian Higher Education (IAPCHE). It is published quarterly as 
a way of informing its members about news from across the many world 
regions in which IAPCHE operates. If you have any news items you would 
like to share with IAPCHE’s members worldwide, please contact IAPCHE at 

   3201 Burton Street SE,    
Raybrook Bldg. Suite 204,    

Grand Rapids, MI 49546, USA    
iapche@calvin.edu website: 

www.iapche.org 
Tel: +616-526-7906

ABOUT IAPCHE
IAPCHE is a network of institutions and individuals worldwide committed to 
advancing Christian education through training, capacity building, 
scholarship, and networking in ways that reflect both the universal
(shared view of Christ’s centrality in our identity and work) and the local 
(attending to the specific realities and practices of where and who we 
serve).  

IAPCHE’s Mission is to develop a network that facilitates contact and 
mutual assistance, acts as a catalyst for research and training, and 
encourages biblical and contextual responses to the critical issues in con-
temporary society, so as to help people serve the Lord Jesus Christ in an 
integral way.

___________________________________________________________________

Have news you would like to share 
with other IAPCHE members?

Members may email articles to office@iapche.org.
We suggest articles contain 400 words or less.

Thank you for your membership!
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