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Managua, Nicaragua — Nicaragua has been experienc-

ing profound unrest during the last few months, including, 

a very tense relationship between the government and 

the university sector. The Polytechnic University of Nicara-

gua (UPOLI) has continued to advance actions that con-

tribute to affirm peaceful coexistence. 

 

On August 15, the UPOLI's top authorities unveiled a mon-

ument named "The Hand of Peace" to illustrate the para-

digm of peace promoted by the university among teach-

ers, students and society in general. This symbolic monu-

ment is located at the main entrance of the administrative building of the university, replacing the old 

fountain. 

 

This work was the result of the inspiration and creativity of the renowned Italian artist Mauricio Governatori, 

who has contributed to Nicaragua, and especially with UPOLI, erecting and painting works within the Uni-

versity. 

 

The Rector of UPOLI, Lydia Ruth Zamora, Ph D. said: "Now as we look at this monument and observe the 

hand, expressed through art and symbolism, as a nonverbal gesture, and peace as a divine aspiration, 

the ‘hand of peace’, lifted upwards towards the sky, indicates the historical and universal craving we ex-

pect from those above us and from the hand of God, the very best there can be." 

 

She affirmed that the monument signifies the creative power of the human spirit, without borders, and the 

ability to gather talents of various kinds in constructive causes. We learn that the forces and capacities to 

gather and build are imperishable and victorious over our littleness and selfishness: "In the UPOLI we need 

hands full of Shalom, that overcome mean-mindedness and selfishness. I invite you to look at this monu-

ment and work together, joining the efforts of our hands as constructors, collaborating in the task force of 

building up higher education.”   She thanked the contribution of the institutions that made the monument 

a reality "since their contribution allows us to enjoy and believe that art, rather than in a gallery illumined 

by artificial light, this work leads us to the contemplation of this symbol, day and night, at any time and in 

any climatic circumstance. Those of 

us who contemplate this work of art 

will be inspired to do and believe in 

education as a factor of develop-

ment and service to the community.”  

 

Read continuing story on P. 10  
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E D I T O R I A L 

sion.  Typically, we use the term to describe those who 

are not ordained in ministry. Yet technically, there could 

be a lay physician, lay historian, or lay accountant, any-

one who has not passed qualifying examinations.  Yet if 

one goes back to the original meaning, “of the people”, 

there is the sense that knowledge develops from the 

bottom-up experience of being human. That sense is not 

based in formal exams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So a lay theologian is someone who speaks about God 

and the message that comes from God based in the 

roots of their belief. Doing so in our teaching is central to 

the mission of Christian higher education. If faculty and 

staff leaders do not communicate with our students and 

community about our understanding of God, then why 

should we exist as distinct educational institutions? Theol-

ogy is at the core of our work; and we can’t leave its 

articulation only to those formally trained in such aca-

demic reflection. It is our task to create the bridges that 

connect the words and work of God to every field of 

study. As we study physics, the design of the cosmos is a 

central matter of awe and investigation. In the pursuit of 

psychology or biology, we observe millions, even trillions, 

of random variations among species and individuals 

that settle into designs. How was the path created 

through randomness to pattern?  In economic life, what 

calls humans to trust each other in the exchange of 

goods and services that goes beyond a written con-

tract? What is the balance in  human creativity related 

art, music, and dance between a creator’s gift and a 

performance as human achievement? What happens in 

the process of birth, growth, disease, treatment, and 

death? We need the knowledge, tools, and evidence 

that arise from our particular fields.  Yet all of the above 

questions at their heart are matters of theology. They 

involve a human conversation about: Who is God? Who 

are we?  Now what?  Our work in Christian higher edu-

cation is inherently theological because we address the 

questions of divine purpose, design, faith, hope, justice, 

and love.  

 

 

 

 

 

Contact • September 2018  2 

 

Several years ago, I led a Cal-

vin College seminar in which 

newer faculty members ex-

plored the implications of 

Christian faith for their teach-

ing, learning, and scholarship. 

These faculty were experts in 

varied fields including the arts, 

social sciences, natural sci-

ences and applied fields such 

as business, engineering, and 

nursing; and there were two 

professors of religion and theology in the group. In this 

seminar we discussed Christian creeds and confessions 

that shaped both the college and its supporting church 

denomination. We considered how such theological 

lenses should affect our everyday work as administrative 

and faculty leaders. 

 

Faculty participants knew the Biblical story and believed 

its message. Yet several of them found theological termi-

nology less familiar. In a quiet moment one participant 

asked, “Is the college expecting each faculty member to 

become a lay theologian?” Without further thought 

about the nature of a lay theologian, I said “Yes.” Since 

then I’ve pondered the meaning of my response. Many 

of us, myself included, were called into Christian higher 

education through a path that didn’t train us in graduate 

theological studies. Should every leader in Christian edu-

cation become a lay theologian or stay with their own 

field of expertise? The answer depends on how we un-

derstand the words “theology” and “lay.” 

 

Many of us may have been taught that theology is 

“thinking about God.” Such phrasing can connote an 

abstract, antiseptic approach to a science of things di-

vine. Yet in its Greek origins, while “theos” was about a 

sense of the divine, the second half of this compound 

word had a more complicated meaning. In the fourth 

century BC, Plato used “theologia” to mean discourse on 

God. The New Testament writer John uses “theologos” in 

his heading for the book of Revelation to mean message 

or one who speaks the words of God. A few centuries 

later Augustine writes that “theologia” is either reasoning 

or discussion concerning the divine. Neither he nor his 

predecessors distinguished thinking from speaking. They 

keep the cognitive and the rhetorical together. So the 

word “logos” does not inherently separate the message 

of God from discussion and discourse about God. The 

meaning of theology is to a heart-felt encompassing con-

versation about God and the creator’s message to us n 

our world. 

The meaning of the word “lay” or “laity” is more straight-

forward. From the Greek word “liakos”, it is “of the peo-

ple.” Over time the, designation has changed to refer to 

people who are not “formally” qualified in a given profes-

Shirley Roels, Executive Director 

Lay Theologians 



E D I T O R I A L 
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In this newsletter issue I observe many stories based in a 

lay sense of theology. For example, UPOLI’s devastat-

ing experience in Central America this past April fos-

tered a Christian call to study peace within the universi-

ty curriculum and a campus sculpture with the aspira-

tion to link all of us with God’s spirit of peace.  As our 

African universities work to form Christian teachers, they 

are looking deeply into the Christian nature of a calling 

among those who serve children and youth. The spe-

cial feature in this issue is written by a Chinese Christian 

sociologist who thinks about theological complexity in 

the fabric of culture and society; and the final article is 

a testimonial for the role of Christian graduates in the 

marketplace, composed by an anthropologist! There is 

far too much to be taught about God’s purposes for 

the world and its people to leave such matters to for-

mally-trained theologians alone! I have great respect 

for such theologians as resources for the academy, the 

church, and society at large. They deepen what we 

seek to understand. Yet there simply aren’t enough of 

them to explore the depths of God’s claim on the 

whole of our lives in the whole of the cosmos. We need 

everyone in Christian higher education to be a day-in, 

day-out person who articulates the purposes and ways 

of God. The laity, those “from the people” matter in 

teaching students to know our maker, Savior, and sus-

tainer. 

How do we become living lay theologians?  We should 

begin by recognizing that theology, as the apostle Paul 

says in Acts 17, is about the God in whom we live, and 

move, and have our being. Theology is not about dry 

concepts but about the whole of our lives in daily rela-

tionship to the one who made us.  Being theologically 

grounded involves regular Bible reading, worship, pray-

er, and Christian fellowship as foundations for our dis-

course about God. Then we must carve time to create 

some knowledge of theological history. In the early 

Christian church, leaders such as Irenaeus  

 

 

 

of Lyon, John Chrysostom, and Augustine were sorting 

their life and death in the Lord even before the Apos-

tles Creed was formalized. The Medieval Christians 

such as Francis, Clare, Aquinas, and Hildegard of Bing-

en were thoughtful about their own contexts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Protestant Reformers and chains of Christian theo-

logians that flowed from England, Germany, and the 

Netherlands, among other places, aid us all. Yet be-

yond theological history, we need to learn about the 

pressing questions of God in our times. Then theologi-

cal discourse should encompass and learn from those 

in the majority world who ask essential questions about 

faith, suffering, hope, and justice. Writers such as 

Kwame and Mary Bediako, Kosuke Koyama, Rene Pa-

dilla, Ruth Padilla DeBorst, and Desmond Tutu help us.  

Finally, we should discuss theology together. If lay the-

ology comes up “from the people”, then it should arise 

as we listen and learn within smaller Christian commu-

nities. When discourse develops in a group, the lenses 

multiple and harsh angles are softened. When we ar-

ticulate theology together, it can live on in Christian 

higher education communities. 

So if you are not a trained theologian, ask those with 

formal theological education to recommend re-

sources and teach you about theological history. 

Browse theology online to enhance a sense of con-

text. Go to church for worship and study. Carve time 

to learn discuss God in small university groups.  Lay the-

ologians can develop through the everyday life of 

Christian discipleship within Christian higher education. 

But this only happens if we think it matters to create a 

conversation about God’s will and ways in our work 

and world. 



 

 

I A P C H E  N E W S  
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Bowen University Joins IAPCHE  

Owun State, 

Nigeria — 

The Inter-

n a t i o n a l 

Association 

for the Pro-

motion of 

H i g h e r 

Christian Education (IAPCHE) gladly introduces our new-

est institutional member, Bowen University. 

Bowen University, the premier Baptist university in Nigeria, 

has since its inception (under the proprietorship of the 

Nigerian Baptist Convention) in 2001 been dedicated to 

training and raising quality professionals in various fields 

with core Baptist values. 

 The University began with studies in agriculture, social 

and management sciences and science education. It 

has recently expanded to include programs in law, medi-

cine,  and physiotherapy. The university strongly believes 

in the development of both the personal and profession-

al and seeks to channel effort into educating matured 

Christians who are excellent in their various professional 

fields. 

The university’s goal is to create a conducive and dy-

namic teaching, learning and research environment that 

equips their graduates with Christ-like character, positive 

attitude and sterling leadership qualities. Their vision is to 

be a Christian institution of excellence - building God-

fearing leaders who shape the future.   

IAPCHE supports the new Society of Chris-

tian Scholars 

IAPCHE fosters world-wide Christian higher education by 

supporting educational leadership, teaching, and schol-

arship. In this process, IAPCHE leaders have found a com-

plementary partner in the emerging Society of Christian 

Scholars, set to be established on March 1, 2019.  

 For the past nine years over 40 Christian scholars from 25 

nations have helped to shape the goals and structure for 

the Society of Christian Scholars. This new society will be 

open to Christians who work in governmentally-supported 

universities as well as those who work in independent 

faith-related colleges and universities that are diverse in 

student faith perspectives.  

 

  

The new society will offer mentors, grants, access to re-

search databases, webinars, a job board for Christian 

scholars, and other services that complement the con-

ferences, journals, and online resources available 

through IAPCHE. To be a society member one must ei-

ther be “academic staff of a tertiary institution that 

does not require students to adhere to a statement of 

faith” or other academics “serving in non-institutional 

contexts.”   

Operational support for the Society of Christian Scholars 

is provided by Global Scholars, a ministry that exists to 

equip missional Christian professors worldwide for a re-

demptive influence in their academic contexts. Con-

versations about mutual support between IAPCHE and 

Global Scholars began more than 15 years ago and 

continue now in the emerging Society of Christian 

Scholars. Across governmental and non-governmental 

colleges and universities, Global Scholars and IAPCHE 

can help each other to deepen Christian scholarship, 

further theological acuity related to culture, and draw 

others to faith and transformation in Christ.  For further 

details see www.SocietyofChristianScholars.org. 

 

IAPCHE North America Conference:  

Dates for An October 2019 Partnership 

On October 3-5, 2019, IAPCHE will cohost a conference 

with the Kuyers Institute of Christian Teaching and 

Learning, a global resource supported by Calvin Col-

lege. The conference theme is: Shaping Christian Learn-

ing.  The cohosts observe that conversations about faith 

and learning have often centered on questions of how 

and what we know – our perspectives on the ideas that 

circulate in educational settings. This conference will 

focus on what happens when we think about Christian 

learning as something shaped by our designs for learn-

ing. In the months ahead, paper and presentation sub-

missions from any discipline will be invited that explore 

ways in which Christian faith can shape learning pro-

cesses both within and beyond North America. IAPCHE 

members will be asked to provide a significant set of 

papers for this conference.  Within the occasion there 

will be multiple opportunities to greet fellow IAPCHE 

members and become acquainted with those who 

gather with the Kuyers Institute.  Reserve these dates on 

your calendar and plan to join IAPCHE in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan. Further details about paper and presentation 

submissions will be forthcoming in December. 

http://www.societyofchristianscholars.org/


Membership Dues: Supporting IAPCHE’s 

Future 

 

I A P C H E  N E W S  
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IAPCHE Network Office Staff Update: 

Student Interns 

As we say 

goodbye to 

IAPCHE student 

interns, Ewura 

Esi Brookman-

Amissah and 

Sung Woo Lee, 

we welcome 

two new interns as a third student intern who returned 

to the IAPCHE office this September.  

 

Danielle Frempong, 

whose home coun-

try is Ghana, cur-

rently studies Inter-

national Develop-

ment Studies and 

Public Health.  She 

is looking forward to working closely with Shirley to sus-

tain the quality and consistency of the IAPCHE News-

letter as well as bringing new ideas on board. In her 

free time, she likes to dance. 

Nate Herder, joins the 

team as the Information 

Technology Coordina-

tor. He brings the team 

strong coding abilities 

as he is in his third year 

studying Computer Sci-

ence.  He is originally 

from Kalamazoo, Michi-

gan. In his spare time he enjoys playing board games 

or ultimate frisbees. He looks forward to participating in 

IAPCHE and using his skills to enhance the website. 

Kaitlyn Kline returns 

from her summer 

doing research in 

Ann Arbor. Her last 

year in college will 

consummate with 

her double major in 

International Development Studies and Organizational 

Communications. While she is originally from Indiana, 

she is looking forward to working wherever God calls 

her. 

IAPCHE annual membership dues are essential ingredi-

ents in supporting the network’s mission. Our global 

network is supported by three types of membership: 

institutional, affiliate, and individual.  Institutional mem-

bers are colleges and universities across the globe  

that have been approved by the IAPCHE Board of 

Directors for such membership.  Affiliate members are 

typically scholarly centers or professional develop-

ment groups that do not enroll large numbers of un-

dergraduate students. Individual members include a 

wide variety of administrators, teachers, and scholars 

who seek to learn from and support IAPCHE’s global 

mission in Christian education.  

 

By early October 2018, the network office will request 

that both institutional and affiliate members pay their 

annual 2018-2019 membership dues. Each of these 

members will receive an email communication with 

an attached invoice that is specific to their Christian 

higher education organization.  Dues should be pro-

vided during the month of October. 

 

Network office research indicates that IAPCHE dues 

levels have not been raised in several years. Yet be-

tween 2012 and 2018, the global inflation index has 

risen by more than 20%. The result is that IAPCHE reve-

nues have not kept pace with network expenses in 

recent years. Some increases in institutional dues are 

needed to sustain the network.  

 

The IAPCHE board of directors has agreed that three 

criteria should guide decisions on membership dues: 

the relative economic strength of a global region; stu-

dent enrollment levels; and dues equity among IAP-

CHE members. In keeping with the board’s policy, of-

fice staff have requested information about student 

enrollment from each college or university member.  

Also, the IAPCHE office has assembled research so 

that variations in regional economic strength can be 

understood.  

 

In January 2019 individual members will be asked to 

renew their annual membership. Further details will be 

communicated to individual members in December 

and January. 



 

 

I A P C H E  N E W S 
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 In December 2018 three current IAPCHE board members will complete their faithful board service. Each of them will 

have served IAPCHE for six years. They are Rens Rottier from Driestar University in the Netherlands, Karen Longman from 

Azusa Pacific University in the California, U.S., and Fernando Bullon from Costa Rica. Fernando will continue to serve as 

IAPCHE’s Latin American coordinator even though his term as a board member will conclude.   

As a result, IAPCHE seeks board nominees from the following regions: Europe, North America, and Latin America. You 

may know an IAPCHE leader of Christian higher education in your region that could serve well during the next three 

years in a board governance role. By November 1, please send information about potential board members with that 

person’s email address to director@iapche.org.   

                  IAPCHE Seeks Governing Board Nominees  

Samuel Afrane 

President 

Christian Service University College 

Kumasi, Ghana 

safrane@csuc.edu.gh  

1st Term Ends December 2020 

Tersur Aben 

Professor 

Theological College of Northern Nigeria 

Jos, Nigeria 

vnstaben@hotmail.com 

2nd Term Ends December 2019 

 

ASIA-OCEANIA 

Simon Baik 

Professor 

Baekseok University 

Cheonan City, Republic of Korea 

bu-korea@bu.ac.kr 

1st Term Ends December 2019 

Beth Beech 

Academic Deal 

National Institute for Christian Education 

New South Wales, Australia 

beth.beech@cen.edu.au  

1st Term Ends December 2020 

 

EUROPE 

L.N. (Rens) Rottier 

President 

Driestar Christian University 

Gouda, Netherlands 

l.n.rottier@driestar-educatief.nl 

2nd Term Ends December 2018 

Péter Balla 

Rector 
Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church in Hungary 

Budapest, Hungary 

balla.peter9@upcmail.hu 

2nd Term Ends December 2020 

 

LATIN AMERICA 

H. Fernando Bullón 

 Professor of Mission and Development 

Universidad Evangélica de las Américas 

San José, Costa Rica 

hfbullon@gmail.com 

2nd term Ends December 2018 

 Alexandre Fonseca 

Professor and Scholar  

Federal University of Rio de Janeiro  

Rio de Janiero, Brazil 

coloquio10@gmail.com  

1st Term Ends December 2020 

 

NORTH AMERICA 

 Joel Carpenter 

Director 
Nagel Institute for the Study of World Christianity 

Grand Rapids, MI, U.S.A. 

jcarpent@calvin.edu 

1st Term Ends February 2019 

Karen Longman 
Professor & Program Director, Higher Education 

Noel Academy, Azusa Pacific University 

Azusa, CA, U.S.A. 

klongman@apu.edu 

2nd Term Ends December 2018 

mailto:safrane@csuc.edu.gh
mailto:vnstaben@hotmail.com
mailto:bu-korea@bu.ac.kr
mailto:beth.beech@cen.edu.au
mailto:l.n.rottier@driestar-educatief.nl
mailto:balla.peter9@upcmail.hu
mailto:hfbullon@gmail.com
mailto:coloquio10@gmail.com
mailto:jcarpent@calvin.edu
mailto:klongman@apu.edu


 

N O R T H  A M E R I C A  R E G I O N 

 

Redeemer University College Appoints 

New President 

Redeemer University College has appointed Dr. Robert 

J. Graham as the university’s fourth president. Graham, 

who holds a PhD in sociology from the University of Cin-

cinnati and a Master of Geronto- 

logical Studies from Miami Universi-

ty, brings to Redeemer ten years 

of leadership experience at two 

respected Christian universities. 

Graham’s first faculty appoint-

ment was at Lee University in Ten-

nessee. From 2008 to 2013, he pro-

vided leadership as provost 

at Waynesburg University, a Chris-

tian institution in Pennsylvania. Since 2013, Graham has 

served as provost and vice president of academic af-

fairs at Pennsylvania’s Grove City College, a non-

denominational Christian liberal arts college. Known as 

a gifted strategic thinker, Graham has worked to devel-

op and carry out sustainable and mission-centered stra-

tegic plans. At Lee, momentum built around Graham’s 

leadership in service learning. What began as a require-

ment in Graham’s sociology class became a university-

wide proposal and then launched the Leonard Center 

for Service Learning. He tailored Grove City’s programs 

to meet student needs and match employer interests.  

Graham is well-equipped to lead Redeemer as presi-

dent, with experience, values and faith that align with 

Redeemer’s context and priorities. “Christian higher ed-

ucation administration is where I see the best opportuni-

ty to use the gifts that God has given me, and I see the 

work that I do as service and ministry,” Graham reflects. 

He is enthusiastic about Redeemer’s rooted identity and 

hopes to build on its strong theological foundation. Re-

deemer University College looks forward to welcoming 

Dr. Graham and his family later this year, pending com-

pletion of the immigration process.  

Abraham Kuyper Conference -Save the Date! 

Calvin College and Calvin Theological Seminary will 

host the annual Abraham Kuyper conference on April 

23-25, 2019 in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  On that occa-

sion the annual Kuyper Prize for Excellence in Reformed 

Theology and Public Life will be awarded.  A confer-

ence theme and call for papers will be available in the 

months ahead. Yet mark your calendar now for this 

gathering and look for future announcements.   
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Calvin College Speech Pathology Profes-

sors in China 

During August 2018 three Calvin College professors of 

speech pathology along with Calvin College students 

served Chinese families in a summer camp for children 

with disabilities. A Chinese organization invited them to 

provide camp leadership for parents with their special 

needs children, including youth with Downs Syndrome, 

autism, or cerebral palsy.  The camp leader’s vision was 

to train Chinese families in working for and with such 

children so that they, in turn, could train other families. 

In past years there was limited Chinese support for such 

families. Children with disabilities were excluded from 

social contact and educational opportunities. Cultural-

ly, many of their parents struggled with a sense that such 

children were punishments for family sins or burdens to 

be borne silently. Many children with disabilities became 

wards of the nation since only in state-run orphanages 

did minimal resources exist to serve them. Some Chinese 

parents sought a different path. In February 2017 the 

Chinese government established new regulations that 

encourage the inclusion of children with disabilities in 

mainstream education. Implementing change takes 

time and experience. 

GIFT, a faith-related group, created the 2018 summer 

camp to support changing family attitudes toward their 

disabled children, create emotional support, and open 

a different future. Calvin College students and faculty 

members, working through interpreters, provided varied 

experiences for these children. Camp opportunities en-

couraged water play and pretend play. Parents with 

their children and camp leaders hiked a mountainside 

for an outdoor experience. Calvin College student par-

ticipants noted that this experience changed their cul-

tural understanding of Christian faith, family love, and 

calling to become speech pathology professionals. Cal-

vin faculty and students who participated were deeply 

moved by Chinese families, both fathers and mothers, 

who took an entire week away from paid employment 

to learn how to love and serve their disabled children.   

College faculty members hope to remain engaged with 

GIFT as Chinese leaders provide professional and family 

training, enhance resource materials, and advocate for 

disabled children. Reflecting on the Biblical story in 

John, chapter 9, Jesus’ healing of the man born blind, 

they echoed his observation that serving those with dis-

abilities allows “the works of God to be displayed.” 



 

E U R O P E  R E G I O N 

August Conference on Education,  

Formation and the Church 

At the international academic conference 'Education, 

Formation, and the Church', about 70 academics and 

professionals from education and church circles met to 

share insights about the formation of children and 

young people. The conference was organized by the 

theological universities of Apeldoorn and Kampen, the 

Netherlands to explore how the church with its educa-

tional arms can ground formation and teaching well. 

Eight keynote lectures were given and eighteen papers 

presented research into formation in church and 

school. David Smith (Calvin College, Grand Rapids MI) 

opened the conversation by explaining the difference 

between what schools and churches usually perceive 

as their ideals and what they actually do in the for-

mation process. This tension remained an important top-

ic of discussion until the end of the conference. Maar-

ten Kater (Theological University Apeldoorn, Nether-

lands) suggested on the basis of the 'Lex orandi, Lex 

credendi' motto in church history that we should start 

learning more by listening and prayer, rather than be-

ginning with the invention of formation programs. Trevor 

Cooling (Canterbury Christ Church University, UK) de-

fended the importance of developing hermeneutical 

skills with young people. They should learn to think and 

act from a critical realism paradigm rather than from a 

naive positivism. Bernd Wannenwetsch (Freie Theolo-

gische Hochschule Gießen, Germany) finally sharpened 

the discussion by explaining from Psalm 78 that we 

should not allow the younger generation to be taken 

into the idolatry of the present generation. They must 

reorient themselves to God and put their hopes in and 

trust in God. Participants in the conference were enthu- 
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siastic about the exchange of theory and practice. Organ-

izers are considering the organization of another confer-

ence on the same topics in 2020.   

Start of New Master’s program at 

Driestar University, the Netherlands 

This academic year (2018-2019) Driestar University Gouda 

starts a new course on Christian Education at Master level.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the last week of August the international team of lectur-

ers gathered to prepare the content of the modules. Bram 

de Muynck, academic dean of the master: ‘We are offer-

ing this program within the framework of the existing master 

on learning and innovation. Students learn to reflect criti-

cally on what is happing in their own educational context, 

to finetune their Christion vision and on the basis of that 

learn to innovate their own practice and that of their 

school’. The course is designed in a blended learning envi-

ronment. Each semester the students attend the two weeks 

on-campus seminar in Gouda. In between they follow 

online lessons and communicate with each other on a digi-

tal platform. This first year Driestar welcomes students from 

Burkina Faso, Uganda, Ghana, Brasil, United States and the 

Netherlands. When students accomplish the two year pro-

gram they receive a European acknowledged degree of 

Master in Education.  

 

Hungarian Religious Educators Seek Change 

In June 2018 religious educators from the Reformed Church 

of Hungary visited several organizations in the United States. 

They were researching new approaches to curriculum and 

pedagogy for the church school setting that could include 

both digital and print materials. These leaders are working 

with Károli Gáspár University in refining new approaches to 

religious education. In the process they visited with religious 

education leaders within the United States based in Colora-

do and Chicago as well as Calvin College and Seminary. 



 

A F R I C A   R E G I O N 

All-Africa IAPCHE Conference:  

Registration Continues for November 

2018 

POTCHEFSTROOM, SOUTH AFRICA—Registration con-

tinues for the November 6-8 IAPCHE All-Africa con-

ference on the theme Integral Christian Scholarship 

in Africa: worldview; leadership; and education. The 

conference will be cohosted by two cooperating 

IAPCHE members: North-West University and AROS, 

both in South Africa; and it is being organized by the 

Institute for Foundation Studies of North-West Univer-

sity.  

Four keynote speakers include:  

 

• Bennie van der Walt, philosopher, founding 

leader of IAPCHE, and continuing research fel-

low at North-West University; 

• Faith Nguru, Kenyan scholar of communications 

and media as well as administrative leader at 

both Daystar University and Riara University; 

• Bernard Boyo, professor of religion and consult-

ant in Kenyan faith-based higher education 

across multiple universities; 

• David I. Smith, Director of the Kuyers Institute for 

Christian Teaching and Learning of Calvin Col-

lege, professor of education, and senior editor 

of the Journal of Education and Christian Belief. 

 

In addition to plenary presentations, more than forty 

concurrent session papers and presentations have 

been scheduled over the three conference days.  

The conference begins in mid-day on Tuesday, No-

vember 6 and concludes in the later afternoon on 

Thursday, November 8.  Transportation between the 

Tambo International Airport in Johannesburg and 

the conference site in Potchefstroom will be orga-

nized and provided by the university upon request. 

Further details about the conference schedule, fees, 

lodging, and registration are available at:  http://

humanities.nwu.ac.za/iapche-africa-2018.   

 

Participants can also communicate with confer-

ence organizers directly at: foundationstud-

ies@nwu.ac.za.  Those who need visas are reminded 

that to obtain a visa first they must register, secure 

confirmed lodging in their name, purchase an airline 

ticket (if needed) and receive a letter of confer-

ence invitation from North-West University. Please 

complete the registration, lodging, and travel pro-

cess now to ensure that a visa can be obtained in a 

timely manner. 
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 African Formation of Christian Teachers: 

An IAPCHE initiative 

During 2018-2019 five African Christian universities, each 

an IAPCHE institutional member, are initiating profession-

al learning circles focused on the formation of Christian 

teachers. The universities selected for this effort include:  

• Bowen University, Nigeria;  

• Christian Service University College, Ghana;  

• Scott Christian University, Kenya;  

• Uganda Christian University, Uganda; and  

• University of Mkar, Nigeria. 

Each university’s professional learning circle, in addition 

to university-based coordinators will meet from Septem-

ber 2018 to early April 2019.  This project is being sup-

ported by Isaac Mutua and Beth Njaramba in East Afri-

ca. 

Participants will read and discuss journal articles about 

African teacher education, selections from 

the International Journal of Christianity & Educa-

tion, and three books about the formation of Christian 

teachers and their educational contributions. Teaching 

Redemptively by Donovan Graham. 

On Christian Teaching: Practicing Faith in the 

Classroom by David I. Smith 

Transformation by Design: A Curriculum Devel-

opment Resource for Christian Schools pub-

lished by the National Institute for Christian Edu-

cation (NICE), Australia. 

The challenge is to address the shortage of qualified 

Christian undergraduates who become teachers in Sub-

Saharan Africa as well as the high turnover rate among 

those who do enter the teaching profession. The goal of 

this initiative is to engage IAPCHE-member colleges and 

universities across Sub-Saharan Africa in strengthening 

the education of Christians to serve children and youth 

in both church and school settings their support rising 

generations in Christian faith, values and influence. 

Christian universities can enhance the vision and 

knowledge of teacher education leaders within the 

university that enable them to integrate Christian faith 

into their formation of future African Christian teachers 

and into university efforts to engage communities of 

Christian teachers in their regions. 

Additionally, a set of these teacher education leaders 

will participate in a special research discussion about 

the Christian formation of African teachers during the 

IAPCHE All-Africa conference at North-West University in 

South Africa this coming November.  David I. Smith will 

speak at the conference; and NICE will be represented 

by its leaders in Geoff and Beth Beech.  

 

 

 

http://humanities.nwu.ac.za/iapche-africa-2018
http://humanities.nwu.ac.za/iapche-africa-2018
mailto:foundationstudies@nwu.ac.za
mailto:foundationstudies@nwu.ac.za
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Cover story, continued 

The Italian artist pointed out that this is the hand of a 

worker, and represents the building of culture, beyond 

words. In the case of the three doves in flight, in differ-

ent directions, they represent the freedom and diversity 

of criteria. Governatori added that the open hand re-

leasing three white doves in the air, is a symbol of free-

dom, peace, harmony and respect for God's creation, 

a message of peace and fraternity for the world. 

UPOLI, also, through its Institute Martin Luther King (IMLK), 

has been incorporated as an active member of the 

World Consortium Against Violence, an academic or-

ganization highly specialized in the fields of peace re-

search. The consortium develops their work in different 

countries that have experienced or are living through 

violence today. 

Lic. Denis Torres, Director of the IMLK explained: "In May, 

we were invited to represent Central America in Colom-

bia, at the International Conference - Realistic Peace 

and Turbulent Transitions. There we met representatives 

of academic bodies that develop their scientific-

research work in countries such as: Sudan, Somalia, Iraq, 

Syria, Cambodia, Rwanda and Nicaragua.  We joined 

in with the purpose of sharing with the Colombian peo-

ple our experiences of peace agreements, processes of 

demobilization and reconciliation." 

He stressed that upon submission of the IMLK as a candi-

date to be a member of the International Consortium 

Against Violence and by being approved unanimously, 

the Institute immediately became an organizational 

part of the next conferences to be held in Iraq, Ethiopia 

and Germany. He stressed that this incorporation allows 

a greater positioning of the University in its contributions 

to peace, in the concert of peacebuilding initiatives at 

regional and international level, which is part of the 

sense of its creation, vision and mission. 

The institutions that make up the Consortium include: 

The University of Kirkuk, Iraq; The Social Research Institute 

of Hamburg (HIS), Germany; The Max Planck Institute for 

International Law in Heidelberg, Germany; The Center 

for Iraq Studies at the University of Erlangen (CIS); Univer-

sity of Bayreuth, Germany; among others. “We are sure 

that the contribution of UPOLI, once again, will meet this 

international challenge responding to the confidence 

deposited in us by the aforementioned international 

organizations," concluded Mr. Denis Torres. 
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UNIVERSIDAD CRISTIANA DE BOLIVIA 

(UCEBOL) 

La Universidad Cristiana de Bolivia (UCEBOL) recently 

signed three cooperation agreements, through its main 

representative, the Rector Dr. Soo Hyun Chung, 

The first was signed with the Universidad Real and Pon-

tifical University of San Francisco Xavier of Chuquisaca, 

a state university of the city of Sucre. This agreement 

focuses especially in the area of health. It will allow the 

two university entities to share experiences and re-

search work at the level of teachers, students or re-

search groups and to carry out joint research projects 

between both faculties. The agreement is valid for four 

years, and may be extended for longer periods. The 

agreement was signed at the end of June 2018. 

 

 

 

The second agreement was with the Professional Col-

lege of Dentists of Santa Cruz, where both entities are 

committed to work together in different areas related 

to dental care that benefits the population, such as 

promotion and prevention campaigns. It will also in the 

academic area, including the students of the Faculty of 

Dentistry of the UCEBOL. The College of Dentists, will 

endorse all the courses, colloquia, conferences and 

congresses that the UCEBOL carries out. Not only stu-

dents but also professionals in the area will participate 

in seeking to share experiences and advances in the 

field of dentistry.  
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The UCEBOL will also help professional dentists to open 

spaces for specialization and master’s degrees that raise 

awareness and better attention for the Bolivian society. 

Documents were signed at the beginning of August 

2018 at the headquarters of the College of Dentists.  

 

With de College of Dentistry                            

 

With de Municipality of Roboré 

The third agreement was with the Municipal Govern-

ment of Roboré, to cooperate in areas such as Health 

and also promotion of Tourism. The professionals and 

students of the area of health, such as Medicine, Dentis-

try, Biochemistry and Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Nursing, 

and Radiology, will support the municipality of Roboré 

with different activities related to information and pre-

vention of diseases. Also, the Faculty of Tourism of the 

UCEBOL will help promote tourism in some of the beauti-

ful places within the municipality. The agreement was 

signed at the beginning of September 2018.  

 

RESEARCH: UNIVERSIDADES MADERO OF MÉXI-

CO AND MARIANO GÁLVEZ OF GUATEMALA 

Research work is one of the fundamental purposes of 

the Universidad Madero (Methodist) of Mexico, espe-

cially those efforts aimed at improving the learning and 

skills of its students. Through the Institute for Cognitive 

Enrichment (IECOGNI) important work is being done to 

encourage academics to develop different research 

projects. Recently, the results were released, during an 

event called the Institutional Research Colloquium.  

Eight works developed by academics were presented to the 

Rector and authorities of the institution. 

The Rector, J. César Romero Reyes; acknowledged the work 

done in support of research by professor María Eugenia 

Blanca Toxqui, Director of the Institute for Cognitive Enrich-

ment, as well as that carried out under the auspices of the 

academic dean.  He stressed that the productivity and inno-

vation of developed countries is linked to investments in re-

search and development,  

  

The Institutional Research Colloquium at Universidad Madero 

He noted that these projects will help solve issues that con-

cern us, while improving the quality of life of the population 

of society at large. 

During this event, the Rector gave the ‘Esperanza del Maña-

na Foundation’ a printed copy of the research "Bamboo 

uses in Latin America: a literature review in digital reposito-

ries" with which the University affirms its links with civil organi-

zations of social development. 

Likewise, on July 24 and 25, an activity organized by the Na-

tional Secretariat of Science and Technology (SENACYT), 

together with Guatemalan university centers, was held at 

the Mariano Gálvez University facilities, under the title of, 

CONVERCIENCIA 2018. The purpose of the event was to 

generate alliances between Guatemalan scientists living 

abroad and Guatemalan scientists and universities. Scientists 

of great repute at an international level, participated and 

shared their experiences and knowledge. The activities that 

took place addressed issues related to scientific research 

and, especially, in the area of immunology. 

      

                    Converciencia 2018 at Universidad mariano Gálvez  



A S I A– O C E A N I A  R E G I O N 

access resources, you will need your IAP-

CHE login and password information. 

There is a password retrieval option on the 

website. Yet if you need further assistance, 

please contact the network at of-

fice@iapche.org. 

Kosin University Appoints 

New President  

Kosin University has ap-

pointed Dr. Min Ahn as its 

new president. He attend-

ed Kosin University and 

now returns to diligently 

lead the school in its mis-

sion of  training loyal and 

useful servants  of God 

through the word of God. 

Lumina College Gathers Strength: Two Notes 

In September 2018 Lumina College began its 

M.A. in Intercultural Studies, offered in part-

nership with Wheaton College, an IAPCHE 

member. President Wing-Tai Leung and Dr. 

Vaughn Mak welcomed students as did Scott 

Moreau, Dean of Wheaton College Gradu-

ate School. All celebrated this historic partner-

ship moment between two IAPCHE members.  

Also, Lumina College scholar, Dr. Peter Tze 

Ming Ng, is a long-time IAPCHE contributor. 

He has presented papers at three IAPCHE re-

gional conferences. Dr. Ng authored “Rise 

and Development of Christian Higher Educa-

tion in China”, in Christian Higher Education: A 

Global Reconnaissance (Eerdmans, 2014). In 

July 2018 he published, “Reimagining Chris-

tian Higher Education in China Today” in the 

journal Christian Higher Education, available 

to IAPCHE members, under the website IAP-

CHE resources tab.  

    Asia-Oceania Conference Resources: 

Available Online 

Resources from the April 2018 IAPCHE confer-

ence in New Zealand are now available 

through the IAPCHE website. This conference 

was hosted by Bethlehem Tertiary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In-

stitute (BTI), a network member, and held in 

Mount Maunganui, New Zealand on April 11-

13, 2018. Its theme was “Modeling Christ’s 

Love & Hope within Professional Practice.” The 

conference goal was to encourage and 

grow inter-institutional research, scholarship, 

networking, collaboration and fellowship re-

lated to the conference theme while cele-

brating BTI’s 25th anniversary.  

Available resources include videos from five 

keynote speeches. They include wise com-

mentary by Dr. Nick Lantinga, Rev. Dr. 

Mele’ana Puloka, and Connie Rasilim, based 

in Korea, Tonga, and Indonesia respectively. 

Furthermore, there are supporting resource 

materials from nineteen concurrent sessions. 

Twelve conference papers were selected 

and refined for inclusion in a published E-book 

that can be downloaded through the IAPCHE 

website.  

These new IAPCHE materials cam be investi-

gated under the “Resources” tab on the IAP-

CHE website at www.iapche.org. Their 

availability is a membership benefit. To 
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About the Author  

Mary Li Ma (PhD, Cornell University) had a doctorate in sociology. She is now 

a research fellow at the Henry Institute for the Study of Christianity and Politics 

at Calvin College. She is a speaker and author of three books, including Sur-

viving the State, Remaking the Church (2017, with Jin Li), The Chinese Exodus 

(2018), and A Theological Guide to the Chronicles of Narnia (2018, with Jin Li). 

Her co-authored articles with Jin Li appeared in journals such as the Interna-

tional Bulletin of Mission Research as well as Markets and Morality. She is also 

a guest editor for the annual theological issues of China Source Quarterly 

and an associate editor for VoegelinView.com.  

Jin Li is a PhD student in Calvin Theological Seminary. Prior to seminary, he 

was a PhD candidate in economic history and published in academic jour-

nals of this field, including Academic Monthly and Shi Lin in China. Recently 

he has written on Christian thought for both public and Christian media out-

lets in mainland China and Hong Kong. He is also a co-founder of Four Sea-

sons Book Review magazine, based in Hong Kong. 

This academic couple are also co-columnists for China’s largest financial me-

dia group Caixin.com on social and economic issues informed by Christian 

values. In the discussion below Mary Li Ma responds for both of the authors. 

Surviving the State, Remaking The Church 

By Li Ma & Jin Li 

Pickwick Publications December, 2017 

Publisher Review 

This sociological portrait presents how Chinese Christians have coped with 

life under a hostile regime over a span of different historical periods, and 

how Christian churches as collective entities have been reshaped by rip-

ples of social change. China’s change from a centrally planned economy 

to a market economy, or from an agrarian society to an urbanizing society, 

are admittedly significant phenomena worthy of scholarly attention, but 

real changes are about values and beliefs that give rise to social structures 

over time. The growth of Christianity has become interwoven with the disin-

tegration or emergence of Chinese cultural beliefs, political ideologies, and 

commercial values. 
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IAPCHE September 2018 newsletter:  

Special Feature 

Surviving the State, Remaking the Church: A Sociological 
Portrait of Christians in Mainland China 

 

Shirley Roels : Your research documents how com-

munism and Christianity clash in the Chinese context 

because they exhibit two contrary worldviews and sys-

tems of ethical relationship.  When you began this pro-

ject of Interviewing Chinese Christians in mainland Chi-

na, to what degree did you expect to document stark 

contrasts in this regard? What surprised you? 

 

Mary Li Ma : I had expected personal conversion narra-

tives that center around topics such as attitudes to-

wards China’s official atheism, the one-child policy, 

nationalism, etc. As a Chinese, I know that these are 

issues that the Christian faith comes to challenge.  So 

when we conducted the interviews, we expected to 

hear different versions of “clash” or even “awakening” 

narratives. The importance of a “worldview clash” did 

not emerge to us until we interviewed a sixty-year-old 

Chinese medicine doctor who was converted by his 

math teacher in 1971, the high time of the Cultural Rev-

olution. His story is in Chapter 2 of this book. I think the 

generation of Christians during the 1950s and 1970 must 

have felt the clash more intensely. By the time churches 

had more room to assemble and grow in the 1990s and 

2000s, the focus of worldview clash had shifted from 

between communism and Christianity to between ma-

terialistic Social Darwinism and Christianity. But the last 

chapter of our book on the de-crossing campaigns in 

China since 2014, especially in this year, highlights 

again that official communism seems to pick on even 

state-sanctioned Christianity now.  

I think to understand this change, we need to know 

about the Chinese regime and its economic trajectory 

in the past few decades. The growth of Christianity in 

China has been shaped by these socio-economic forc-

es. Even during times when churches had much room 

(spatially, organizationally and theologically), Chinese 

Christians remain a diverse group. What surprised us 

during our research interviews was the contextual com-

plexity. Take communist party membership for exam-

ple, with the tug-of-war between the state’s prioritiza-

tion of the public economic sector or of the private 

sector. These priorities may have different meanings for 

varied job seekers. When the value or returns of com-
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munist party membership increases, some young people 

found it tempting to join the party, or they are faced with 

more resistance regarding a decision to quit the party.  

Contextual complexity also grows out of individuals’ creativi-

ty in resisting the officially imposed worldview. Take censor-

ship for example. The varied access to internet technology 

and social media differentiated people in their reception of 

the official communist worldview. The digital gap may have 

created a cognitive gap with regard to the political reality, 

such as a high tide of state sponsored nationalism since Xi’s 

regime came to power. So I think this project really taught us 

to rethink contextualization in mission. It is also why we decid-

ed to use an oral history (or narrative history) method to pre-

sent the complex layers clashes in real life.  

 

SJ : About forty years ago Max Weber’s book The Protestant 

Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism was translated into Chinese. 

This led Chinese scholars, then designated as “cultural Chris-

tians”, to debate the historic influence of this ethic on a 

Western market economy and its implications for China’s 

changing economic system. Did you discover features of a 

Historic Protestant ethic among Chinese Christians that affect 

how they engage in economic and social life? 

 

MLM : In ancient China, commerce and business were un-

dervalued (almost often despised) by intellectuals. In the 

1980s, Weber’s thesis did open up liberal room for scholars to 

discuss wealth-making and individual entrepreneurship. That 

was something quite unorthodox to a centrally controlled 

society coming out of the Cultural Revolution. It was wel-

comed as “liberation of thought.” Intellectuals also project-

ed their wish for a socially and politically open and economi-

cally prosperous China by spreading these theories. Then the 

liberal movement came to disillusionment in 1989 at the 

crackdown of the public political protests. A few years later, 

Deng’s “cat” ethic of pure utilitarianism ("It doesn't matter 

whether a cat is black or white, as long as it catches mice”) 

replaced Weber’s religious-related thesis. The society darted 

onto a path of Social Darwinism. By the mid 1990s, the com-

mon Chinese had made a shift in their values about wealth.  
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order to serve and tackle the immigration and refugee 

crisis worldwide. For our society, the complicated causes 

for a downward spiral of urban decay and social chaos 

need to be understood and addressed too.  

 

SJ : Your book explores the perspectives of Chinese Chris-

tians on the education of their children. Church-based 

schools and mini-schools are mushrooming informally in 

China. You call Christian parents and educators 

“pioneers” as they secure qualified teachers, design cur-

riculum, find stable facilities, and address financial chal-

lenges,  while worrying about a government shutdown of 

such schools.  What sustains parents and educators in this 

endeavor? 

 

I think many parents and educators are single mindedly 

devoted to evangelism among their second generation. 

They understand what it was like to have received an 

atheistic education, and most of them do not want their 

children to go through the same thing. This has been sus-

taining the most difficult efforts of trying to break through 

all constraints in finding a way to provide their children 

with a biblical education. In fact, as our book points out, 

many conscientious Chinese parents who are not Chris-

tians also grew dissatisfied with the corrupt public educa-

tion system. Abuse in schools reported in recent years 

have become the last straw on the camel’s back. So vari-

ous private education models popped up. Many such 

experiments failed.   

There are two issues in China’s churches today that con-

cern me the most. The most important issue is leadership 

or pastoral ethics.  Yet the second one is the provision of 

Christian education. The need is immense, almost creat-

ing a black market for educational brands and products. 

Because of its lack of legality, many things operate in 

black boxes without healthy monitoring. For example, 

some groups branded their “classical” model of Christian 

education as an exclusive approach, accusing others of 

being unorthodox or unbiblical. So it is indeed a vibrantly 

growing area but it can also be very chaotic. 

 

SR :The origins of many Chinese public universities are in 

Christian colleges founded by Western Christians in China 

before 1949. Yet the history of these Christian colleges 

during the 1920s provides some cautions about how 

Christian higher education leaders understand the rela-

tionship between Christian faith and learning. What can 

we learn from the Chinese history about a failed path prior 

to World War II?  

 

 

In Chinese academia, I think Weber’s Protestant ethic 

analysis has continued to inform atheistic intellectuals 

about the legitimacy of Christian faith in academic re-

search. In the social life of the church, I think of one re-

gion in China, Wenzhou, which is also termed as 

“China’s Jerusalem,” where the Protestant ethic has 

influenced business people and their entrepreneurship. 

The connection of wealth-making and God’s calling is 

made legitimate. The theme of “vocation” in business-

making was once a trendy topic there. Still, Wenzhou 

“boss Christians” now are not as frugal as the Puritans.  

Later on, many churches received varying degrees of 

the “prosperity gospel. 

 

SR : Part of your study documents the dynamics of ur-

banization on Christian families and the Chinese church-

es. What lessons from China might we learn about how 

Christian educators can support healthy urban life 

among our graduates, within our churches, and for our  

societies? 

 

MLM : Urbanization was my expertise in a secular sociol-

ogy PhD program at Cornell. Since the publication of 

my second book, The Chinese Exodus, I have been 

thinking about writing an Urban Sociology for Ministry for 

undergraduate students to use as a textbook. Urbaniza-

tion around the world fosters common problems such as 

anonymity, social apathy, exclusion and conspicuous 

consumption. Classical sociologists such as Max Weber, 

Emile Durkheim, and George Simmel have seen the 

budding stage of it. After 2008, when the global urban 

population exceeded that of rural, our generation is 

placed squarely in this globalized urbanism. In The Chi-

nese Exodus, I argue that global urbanization has 

brought about two simultaneous forces of inclusion and 

exclusion. The global economic system liberalizes the 

flow of capital and resources, that flow to make the 

greatest profits. This inclusion of the global village 

through production, resource redistribution and con-

sumption seems to create a reality that our world is be-

coming more and more inclusive. But at the same time, 

since human beings are more geographically confined 

and their rights are locally defined, this same process is 

excluding more and more among less skilled people 

seeking dignified work. The emergence of global slums 

and the expansion of the urban poor population is one 

symptom of this exclusion. Gradually, the force of inclu-

sion tends to reinforce the strength of exclusion.  

This reality has huge implications for today’s Christians. 

For Christian educators, we need interdisciplinary 

knowledge to articulate this contextual process of glob-

al urbanization so that the faith community understands 

it. Our current situation also invites theological insights, 

like those of French sociologist-theologian Jacques Ellul. 

His formulation in his classic work The Meaning of the 

City has been immensely inspirational to me. Church 

leaders need to understand this broader social reality in 
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about important factors to which Christian social scientists 

should attend? 

 

As a sociologist trained in a secular institution, I spent 

many years trying to find a more coherent way of doing 

research that can relate to my faith and contribute to the 

church. Like all disciplines, social sciences have a para-

digm through which to approach reality. I think of reduc-

tionism and materialism (measurable empiricism) as top 

values shaping this paradigm. It used to be that classical 

social theorists also discussed theology and morality. I 

think as Christians we should not be shy while carving out 

our niches. I learned this, again, from Jacques Ellul. He 

can integrate theology and social analysis in writing 

about complicated modern phenomena such as tech-

nology, propaganda, and urbanization. Now I tend to 

define myself as a social historian who integrates church 

history, sociological analysis and theological reflections. I 

think of this as intentional resistance to academic seg-

mentation.  

Christian social scientists can treat social reality differently 

on a few levels. First, what are the facts, patterns and 

trends? This needs trained eyes to see and dissect. Sec-

ondly, is there any spiritual reality behind this problem? In 

my study of urbanization, I focused on the classic Augus-

tinian thesis of alienation. Thirdly, how is this phenomenon 

relevant to the missional context? This is when we as so-

cial scientists serve as the analytical brain for the church. 

This is also where Christian ethics and pastoral compas-

sion converge. 

Actually, I had been less secure about my identity as a 

social scientist until recently. I now realize that social sci-

ences have the tools of analysis that churches need to 

see the reality of this postmodern world. When I was do-

ing research on The Chinese Exodus, I was surprised at the 

small number of theologians who are able to discussion 

migration and urbanization. There are many Catholic 

scholars who have done excellent work, but not many 

Protestant ones. This made me realize how fragmented a 

Protestant understanding of the world has been. It may 

have had much to do with anti-intellectualism in some 

circles. Yet I think this is where Christian social scientists 

can contribute. They can write in a way that also informs 

the church. Often the writing style in sociology, econom-

ics and political science results in impassioned reports, 

whether qualitative or quantitative, that appear to lack a 

“literary hospitality” to readers. As social scientists we 

need to remember church members as some of our 

readers.   

 

 

 I have recently written an article about the educational 

expansion by Protestant missionaries from the 1910s to 

1920s. It seemed almost inevitable that when a new 

generation of Enlightened missionaries came on the 

scene after their predecessors who relied on traditional 

mission strategies (preaching and tracts) had been 

treated with hostility and violence. So this new mission 

generation turned to building schools. They knew that 

providing education would be welcomed. Yet they 

were not aware that the later over-expansion of Chris-

tian colleges would also create a kind of paternalistic 

dependency. The problem was not just that either. They 

were helping to shape China’s inequality and social 

ladders too. “Rice Christians” in the late Qing era be-

came “Christians for education benefits.” Resistance to 

their efforts later came from indigenous Christian lead-

ers, the general public and the Republic of China gov-

ernment.  

I think there is a lesson about how to deal with power in 

mission. As Jacques Ellul says, power is the ultimate 

temptation for the church. Missionaries had confidence 

in their modern education theories, their liberal theolo-

gies, and their sense of civilization-creating superiority.  

But then as I said, it was an inevitable failure due to the 

asymmetry of power.  Protestant mission movements 

had little time to rethink their mission before global trade 

set it on a different path in  a far pagan land. Churches 

bring their cultural baggage and theological short-

sightedness into the mission field.  

How should today’s Christian higher educators learn 

from this history? I think of humility and faithful mentor-

ing. Humility shows itself by letting the local people work 

out their own progress. Faithful mentoring is identifying 

the key leaders and walking with them for a life time. 

Yes, a life time. At the level of higher education, we 

tend to focus on institution-building and curriculum de-

sign. Although these are certainly important, I think the 

people who are interacting with students directly are of 

the greatest value in this whole project. A recent phe-

nomenon in China because of political pressure is that 

many Christian faculty members had to quit their jobs 

from public universities because of their faith. These are 

usually new believers in the faith. They need mentors 

with similar background to equip them. We are not sure 

when God will prepare China for Christian colleges in 

the times ahead, but now we can faithfully prepare our-

selves, if that were to happen one day. Alternatively, 

maybe outside of China, there can be Christian colleg-

es founded by the Chinese. As the faith spreads and a 

second generation grow up, we need a lot of support in 

this area. 

 

SR : As Christian scholars in the social sciences, you note 

that the scholar’s task is to identify formative cultural 

elements that shape or distort our understanding of God 

and his revelation. We sometimes neglect key variables 

in our research. What have your studies taught you 



R E S O U R C E S : B O O K S & V I D E OS  

Transformation by Design  

By Ken Dickens 

National Institute for Christian 

Development,  2017 

Transformation by Design is a 

resource designed to help you 

develop curriculum from a bibli-

cal perspective. This resource has 

been developed by a team of 

expert and experienced Christian educators from 

around Australia. It provides a model for developing 

curriculum in direct response to a mandated curricu-

lum while unfolding a transformational, biblical per-

spective for the students."--Publisher's website.  

 

Mapping Your Academic Career 

By Gary M. Burge 

InterVarsity Press 2015 

You're finishing your first year of 

teaching. It's been exciting and 

gratifying, but there've been 

some wobbly episodes too. How 

will you carve out a space to flourish? You're feeling 

secure in mid-career, with some accomplishments to 

be proud of. But what should success really look like? 

You're nearing the end of your career, and sometimes 

apprehensive about the blank slate of retirement. 

What might it look like to finish well? In Mapping Your 

Academic Career Gary Burge speaks from decades of 

teaching, writing and mentoring. Along the way he has 

experienced and observed the challenges and ten-

sions, the successes and failures of the academic pil-

grimage. Now, with discerning wisdom and apt exam-

ples, he hosts the conversation he wishes he'd had 

when he started out as a college professor, identifying 

three cohorts or stages in the academic career and 

exploring the challenges, pitfalls and triumphs of each. 

Wherever you are in your teaching life, this is a book 

that will reward reading, reflection and discussion.  

Burge has taught at both Wheaton College and Calvin 

Theological Seminary. 
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 Teaching Redemptively  

By Donovan L. Graham 

Purposeful Design Publications, 2009 

As God's image bearers, Christian 

teachers are called to reflect the char-

acter of our creative, redemptive God. 

Teaching Redemptively challenges 

teachers to incorporate biblical princi-

ples into all areas of education, re-

flecting God's character in both process and content.  

 

A Life of Purpose   

By Rick Warren 

Ted Talk 2006  

Pastor Rick Warren, author of "The 

Purpose-Driven Life," reflects on his 

own crisis of purpose in the wake of 

his book's wild success. He explains 

his belief that God's intention is for 

each of us to use our talents and influence for good.  

URL :  https://www.ted.com/talks/

rick_warren_on_a_life_of_purpose?language=en 

 

 

 

 

Two new video resources from the April 2018 Abraham 

Kuyper Conference are now available online. They are:  

 

The Kuyper Conference: Neocalvinism and Economics in 

Context, Comparison, and Application 

URL : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5NdPiumYZo 

The Kuyper Conference: Neo-Calvinism and South Africa: 

A Conversation with Nicholas Wolterstorff 

URL : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8XrjXOjdrU 

__________________________________________________________ 

NOTE: Reviews are taken directly from the publishers’ promotional materials 
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nated and just stay in our corner avoiding any contact 

with others?  

Do we Accommodate— see Christians as fanatics and 

weird? Do we move with the flow and turn our faith into 

a private affair? Would our workmates be shocked to 

hear we are Christians? OR 

Do we Become Indifferent—leave the social issues to 

others?  

Think about those and see how they relate to our work 

in the marketplace. 

How important is the marketplace to Christianity?  Did 

you know that of the 132 

public meetings that Je-

sus held, only 10 were 

not in the marketplace?  

Did you know that of the 

52 recorded parables of 

Jesus, 45 have a market-

place context?  Did you 

know that Jesus’ disciples 

were not called from the 

synagogues but from the marketplace?  

Let us assume that you spend at least eight of your 24 

hours in the marketplace, which translates into 40-48 

hours a week. Then let us assume that you spend about 

three hours of your week at church and another seven 

in your personal or family devotions. How do you think 

these different spaces will shape your values and prac-

tices? My guess is as good as yours. It is most likely that 

the marketplace culture might overwhelm you and 

lead you to conform. If you are not careful, you will 

form certain habits and rituals from the marketplace 

that will define you.  

But don’t be discouraged. There are Biblical individuals 

who were thrust in the middle of their marketplace and 

stayed true to their faith. The Book of Daniel, written dur-

ing the Israelites exile after they were conquered by 

Nebuchadnezzar, was our foundational text in the Two 

Face series at Mavuno Church. You know the stories of 

Daniel, Meshack, Shadrack, and Abednego. The four 

are living in an alien country far from their own—

basically as refugees or captives. They were even given 

new names so that they would take up new identities 

and closely relate with their new land; a land that did 

not worship Yahweh. 

But there was something they brought with them to the 

new land—their devotion to Yahweh. They also brought 

with them skills that made them qualify to be appointed 

to serve in some high offices. Don’t ignore your past 

experience. So, the question is what are you carrying 

from Scott Christian University that God can use for the 

task he has for you as you step into the marketplace?  
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In July 2018 Dr. Mwenda Ntarangwi, former IAPCHE execu-

tive director, provided the commencement address for 

Scott Christian University, a Kenyan member of IAPCHE. 

With his permission, we provide a portion of his address as 

a testimonial and challenge for our efforts in Christian 

higher education. 

As you graduate 

today, you are in 

that space we 

anthropologi sts 

call liminality—

the betwixt and 

b e t w e e n — y o u 

are no longer a 

student and yet 

you have not 

been fully ab-

sorbed into your 

next station (unless of course you already have been 

working and are therefore going back to your job). From 

my experience this place you are in right now comes with 

anxiety—will I find a job? Will I be successful in my career? 

Will I find a place to live and settle down? These are im-

portant questions and each one of you will come at them 

differently. But I can tell you this: wherever you go and 

whatever you do, there is great need for faithful, upstand-

ing, honest, courageous, and principled individuals to 

build and transform this nation. This country needs people 

of good character. Are you one of those people? Can we 

count on you? That is an answer that only YOU can give.  

Let me share with you some thoughts on how you can 

become a transformative person and maintain that kind 

of character as you go out and serve in your various ca-

pacities.  

Throughout the months of May and June Mavuno Church 

has been focusing on a sermon series titled “Two Face: 

Who Are You at Your Market Place?” I have had the privi-

lege of being part of the series and have learned a great 

deal about being a follower of Christ in and for the market 

place. So please allow me to share with you what I have 

gained from the series.  

Let us work with the assumption that the market place is 

the place where there are commercial activities or trans-

actions based on exchange of goods and services for 

money. Some might even call it the secular world. It is a 

public space. 

The series at Mavuno Church was exploring the idea of 

who we are when we are in that space, at our work plac-

es, in the market, in the matatu, in the stadium, etc. In a 

country where statistics tell us that 78% of us identify our-

selves as Christians, who are we in the marketplace?  

Do we Withdraw—separate ourselves from being contami-

On Faithful Presence as a Tool for Transformative Living 
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erosity of spirit, and good character (the fruits of the spirit). 

So if you are a Christian, you should be exuding that spirit. 

As a Christian you should endear people to you, make 

them enjoy working with you, and want to be in your 

team. In the end it makes for good productivity at  work, 

which then translates into success of your employer. 

Do not be defined by your job. Will you choose your ca-

reer as a mark of identity? Is your identity tied to the work 

you do, just like we select a car because it says something 

about who we are? What happens when that job goes 

away? If you need the job in order to have a certain sta-

tus, do you know what will happen? You end up feeling 

that you need to be in that job in order to have an identi-

ty. And guess what? When you sense that job is going 

away, you will definitely be willing to do anything to keep 

it. There goes your good character.  

Finally, live your life like a salt water fish and become what 

Antony Mwaniki from Mavuno Church calls a coffee Chris-

tian. I used to love going to a specific restaurant to eat 

fresh red snapper.The red snapper is a salt water fish that 

lives its entire life in salty water, takes it in and processes 

that water to get life-giving oxygen. But whenever I had 

red snapper I had to add salt. How is it that a fish that lives 

in and breathes salty water does not get salty? You do not 

need to avoid being in the “world” for fear of contamina-

tion. You can be a strong follower of Christ in the world/

marketplace without becoming like the world.  

If we imag-

ine that we 

all will have 

troubles in 

this world 

and liken 

those trou-

bles to being 

in hot water, 

we can use 

three illustra-

tions of how 

you to be of 

good char-

acter despite the hot water of the world. When you put an 

egg in hot water it tends to harden; if you put a carrot in 

hot water it tends to soften; but if you put coffee in hot 

water not only does it change the color of the water, it 

also gives the water an aroma and flavor. So go out and 

be a Coffee Christian in the marketplace. 
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Let us delve into how Daniel and his colleagues stayed 

true to their character. When Daniel was able to narrate 

the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar, a feat that defeat-

ed the King’s magicians and soothsayers, Daniel along 

with Shadrack, Meshack and Abednego were given posi-

tions of leadership. Of course, the locals were not happy 

about these foreigners coming in and taking up their jobs. 

So, they decided to teach them a lesson. They accused 

them of not worshipping the idols set by King Nebuchad-

nezzar to which everyone had to bow. When they re-

fused, they were thrown into a furnace. Daniel had the 

same ordeal. He also had his enemies; and when he was 

put in a place of leadership by King Darius, there were 

those who undermined him. They carried out a lifestyle 

audit of him, and the only fault they could find in him was 

his devotion to Yahweh. What would people seeking to 

bring you down use as your downfall? Would they say the 

only thing for which we can nail him is his devotion to 

Christ?  

So here are some lessons for you 

to take with you:  

Don’t come empty handed. What 

skill are you bringing to your mar-

ketplace? Daniel had skills that 

made him find favor with the King 

and be placed in a leadership  

position. God will use that which 

you have to do His will. What is it 

that you leave Scott Christian University with? Don’t just 

celebrate the certificate; know what skills you came out 

with besides the certificate. 

Stick to your principles no matter the consequences. 

Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego were willing to die in 

the furnace not because they knew God will come and 

rescue them but because they would not do anything to 

jeopardize their faith in God. We read in Chapter 3 that 

they told the King: “If we are thrown into the blazing fur-

nace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and 

he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. But even if he 

does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will 

not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you 

have set up.” 

Acknowledge the source of everything. God is your 

source; don't assume you are self-made. Every day, re-

mind yourself whose you are. Tell God thank you and re-

peat this phrase, “God I am not my own, I am yours, eve-

rything I have and do is from you. Let me represent you 

well today.” 

Wherever you land and find a source of livelihood, 

change it for the good of others. Don’t fall into the habit 

we now have in this country of asking, “what is in it for 

me?” Imagine that you as a Christian show up to work 

tomorrow and you are irritable, grumpy, and angry. How 

are you displaying the characteristics of a Christian? We 

are told that the gospel gives you joy, inner peace, gen-
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